
Kingfisher Canoe Club and Canoe Camping Club River Dart Trip 15-17 October 2010 
 

Canoeing 
The River Dart is a very attractive river. The grading is dependant on the water level. 
Newbridge to Holne Bridge is normally a grade 2/3 bump and scrape with plenty of opportunity for 
rock and tree dodging. In high water it is claimed that this can go up to a grade 5. The section from 
Holne down to Totnes is generally a grade 2 with a number of weirs which can become killers when 
the river is in spate. 
Please note the new access arrangements. These have changed with a new access/egress point and 
Holne Bridge. This access point will be congested, so as few cars as possible please. The Dart Country 
Park is available to access and parking at a charge per car (£5 last year). A better access point is 
available in Buckfastleigh. 
There is also an opportunity for those wishing to paddle the tidal river between Totnes and Dartmeet, 
or to surf. 
 
Equipment. 
Full equipment for a winter trip. Wet/dry suits, helmets, throw lines, buoyancy (both personal, and in 
the boat), end grabs, a hot drink and food for lunch time. 
 
Transport. 
I will try and coordinate this so please let ME know what your transport arrangements are. 
 
Accommodation and Costs. 
I have booked caravans at Parkers Farm Holiday Park, Higher Mead Farm, Near Ashburton, TQ13 7LJ. 
MR 202 / 780710. Tel 01364 654869. 
The costs will depend on numbers, but are likely to be approximately £21 a head to include breakfasts. 
 
Food. 
I will cater for breakfasts. We can eat out in the evenings. Please bring your own food and a flask for 
lunch time. 
 
Directions for Caravaners. 
To get to Higher Mead Farm from Abingdon, travel down the A34, M4, M5 and A38. The distance is 
180 miles. When you are on the A38, look out for a sign post (26 miles to Plymouth). Take the second 
turn left signposted for Woodland and Denbury. Go down this narrow road, after approx. 500 yards, the 
farm is on the left. If you are early, call at the reception for keys. I plan to get down early and will mark 
the caravans that we have been allocated. I will try to place people travelling together in the same van. 
If arriving late, try Miss Piggy’s bar first. 
 
Directions for “Day Trippers” 
To get to Newbridge, travel down as above, but do not turn off the A38 until the second Ashburton 
turn. This is signposted for Princetown and Two Bridges. At the top of the slip road, turn right and 
cross over the A38. Continue on the B3357 up the hill, pass the Dart Country Park and down the hill to 
Holne Bridge. Up and down the hill again to Newbridge. Cross the bridge and turn left into the car 
park. Please park in the area at the back of the main car park which has been extended for canoeists. 
You are asked to change “discretely”. This is the start of the loop section of the River Dart. 
“Day Trippers” should aim to be at Newbridge by 10am to meet up with the “Weekenders”. 
 
River Licences are no longer required. 
 
PLEASE NOTE THAT ADVANCE BOOKING IS ESSENTIAL AS I NEED TO BOOK THE CARAVANS. 
 
Please reserve me  place(s) on the Dart weekend. I will need  places in the caravans at £21 a 
head. This will include breakfasts. (The final cost will depend on the numbers attending.) 
I enclose   to cover the above costs. Please make cheques payable to H.A.E. Wilkins, 
and send to: 16 Ashmole Road, Abingdon, OX14 5LH. Tel 01235 522489. 
 
I will require a space in a car for myself and   others. I require roof rack spaces for        kayaks. 
I have space for   people in the car and have   roof rack spaces available 
 
Name:  Address:      Telephone: 
 
Please return this form ASAP (30th September at latest) 


