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The AGM is imminent. The provisional date is the 27th 

September. Please can we have the following nominations 

– to be sent to Dave H, Club Secretary.

Committee vacancies. Nominations for people to serve 

on the committee. There are three known vacancies:

- The post of Secretary (see below)

- Two ordinary members

Nominations for trophies to be awarded at the AGM. 

Awards are as follows:

- Waterline cup - best beginner

- Julian Howells trophy - best Improver

- Trash of the year

- Outstanding achievement award

Enjoy dealing with people? – Dave H, Club Secretary

As mentioned in the last AGM, I will be standing down as 

Club Secretary in September. I will have had the role for 

2.5 years and it’s time for a new person with a fresh 

approach to take over. It doesn’t take up too much time 

and is great fun (no honest!). The main responsibility is to be 

the contact for the club. These days this is mainly via email 

although there is the occasional phone call. The majority of 

enquiries are from people that want to take up canoeing or 

are already paddlers and want to join our club. Either way 

it is important to ensure their fi rst contact with the club is a 

good experience. Other responsibilities include arranging 

the Wednesday night sessions, pool sessions and AGM. The 

club website and google calendar is also currently updated 

by the secretary. The website is very easy to maintain, but 

this could be passed on to anther committee member if 

necessary. As so much is done via email, the role needs 

someone that has easy access to the internet. Other than 

this, you need to be comfortable communicating with 

complete strangers and club members. 

If you are interested in the role, have a word with me or 

another member of the committee.

Password

Been updating the website and I’ve changed the ‘trasher’ 

password whilst I’m at it. It is now...

fl ooding

Maybe, something to do with it chucking it down outside!

Royal Humane Society Awards

It has been confi rmed that the following have been 

awarded the Testimonial on Parchment of The Royal 

Humane Society.

Mike Neal

Dave Hodgkinson

Liz Garnett

Michelle Wallace

Mark Rainsley

Kevin Francis

The award has been made in recognition of their actions 

last October in attempting to save the life of Steve Pullinger 

on the Roy Gorge in Scotland. In accordance with the 

wishes of all the recipients they have been given their 

awards privately.

Further details of the awards may be obtained on the 

society`s website www.royalhumanesociety.org.uk

Triathlon

Date: Sunday 16th September

Location: KCC club hut

Time: Registration from 10.30, Race at 11.30 (prompt), BBQ 

at 12.30 (Approx)

Well, doesn’t time fl y by. I’m sure that unlike me, your 

training schedules are well on target. The format will 

essentially be the same as the last few years. For those new 

to the club, this is a short fun event open to all abilities so 

please join in. Last year there was 7 taking part and I hope 

there will be even more this year. For those not taking part, 

please come along to help organise the race and provide 

support and encouragement to those taking part.

The race will consist of:

 Kayaking

 Cycling

  Running

The course for each event is highlighted on the map.  

http://kingfi shercc.wordpress.com/fi les/2007/07/triathlon_

route_poster.doc 

Again the only restriction is that you use a ‘dancer’ or similar 

kayak (no wavehoppers!). KCC and PYCC have quite a few of 

these, but if you have your own, bring it along. Don’t forget 

to bring your own BA, paddles, bike and spare legs. 

Want to send info to the Trasher? Send images and words to kcc.trasher@gmail.com or send a CD to: 

Trasher HQ, 38 Curtis Avenue, Abingdon, Oxfordshire OX14 3UL
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For competitors, marshals and spectators, there will be 

a bring your own BBQ after the race. Charcoal will be 

provided by the club, just bring along your food, drink and 

plate. Friends and family are also welcome to come along. 

As this is a memorial event, entrants and spectators will be 

asked to pay a voluntary entry fee which will be given to a 

cancer charity (Cancer Bacup). Please can you let me know 

if you plan to enter so I can get an idea of how many there 

are likely to be. Also let me know if you are available to help 

run the event and light the BBQ. 

It would be great if we could win the trophy back from the 

Essex clan!

That’s about it. If you have any questions, give me a call. 

Let’s hope for good weather. 

Wet West Paddle Fest 2007

The 2007 Paddlefest will be going ahead! The format will 

largely follow the success of last year’s event, with a few 

tweaks. Things kick off  on the mighty Moriston on Saturday, 

September 22nd followed by the Garry on Sunday 23rd!

The ticket price for both nights entertainment, free shuttles 

on each river, t-shirt, etc. etc. is just £15 - bargain! We hope 

to make these available through the SCA website soon…

More details on the website: wetwestpaddlefest.co.uk

Pool Sessions 2007/2008

8.00 till 9.30

£5 per person

We need L3 coaches to volunteer to do lifeguard duty. 
Without them we can’t go ahead.

Below are the dates for this coming winter

Please note that the pool is to be completely refurbished 

over the Summer Holidays and it is hoped that the work will 

be fi nished by 1st October. You will see that KCC have an 

extra session at the start of October. Knowing the ways of 

builders this might well fall by the wayside hence one extra 

– maybe. I will keep you posted.

Also here are the rules sent to the organiser for each 

participating group: 

THE RULES

Each session must have at least a BCU Level 3 Coach to 

act as lifeguard. This coach must not take part in the pool 

activities and must be there purely as a lifesaver. 

ALL boats coming in to the pool MUST be thoroughly 

washed outside the pool entrance paying particular 

attention to debris, which will be trapped between boat 

and airbags. Last year the boat cleanliness was pretty good 

- thank you. The pool pumping system and fi ltration plant 

need to have a fi ghting chance so please don’t screw this up.

NO LEAVES PLEASE.

The total number of boats on the pool is limited to a 

MAXIMUM of FIFTEEN although for some activities a lower 

number would be more desirable.

BALL GAMES

The use of balls to play games of any sort is NOT 

PERMITTED.

FINISH BEFORE 10PM

It helps to keep the School Pool staff   (Opener/closer and 

caretaker) happy if everyone fi nishes on time so that we can 

be CLEAR of the car park BEFORE 10 p.m.

BOAT HANDLING

PLEASE be careful and ensure that boats are handled in with 

care, by people who are big enough, especially in the area 

next to the window, where the KCC boats are hung.

POOL SIDE

Outdoor shoes are NOT ALLOWED on the poolside.

Peter Collins for OCP

OCTOBER 04 11 18 25

KCC PF KCC ½ term

NOVEMBER 01 08 15 22 29

PF SCOUTS SCOUTS SCOUTS KCC

DECEMBER 06 13 20 27

PF KCC XMAS XMAS

JANUARY 03 10 17 24 31

XMAS PF KCC SCOUTS SCOUTS

FEBRUARY 07 14 21 28

SCOUTS KCC 1/2 TERM PF

MARCH 06 13 20 27 29

KCC PF EASTER EASTER EASTER
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Abingdon Town Council - “Fun in the park”

September 9th, 2007

We have been contacted by Abingdon Town Council asking 

if we would like a stand at an event they are arranging. It is 

called “Fun in the park” on Sun 9th Sept 2pm till 4pm in the 

Abbey Grounds, Abingdon.

There will be children’s roundabouts, punch and judy 

shows, dancing, music, shows and games.

This would be a fantastic opportunity to raise the profi le 

and awareness of both KCC and PYCC.

Unfortunately the usual candidates cannot do this, 

so if anyone in the club would like arrange this or take 

part, please get in touch with me ASAP as they want 

to know soon.

If you want further details, contact me.

Introduction to moving water

Sunday 23rd September

Ideal trip for new club members, all Kingfi shers welcome.

Please contact me after the 17th September, can sort 

transport and equipment from the club if you wish to 

borrow.

Tel - 07891 909861 or 01235 536452

Meet 10am at Symonds Yat East - GR 562159 (take a bit 

of change for Car Park) OS map Gloucester & Forest of 

Dean 162

Look forward to paddlin with u soon Lucille (On holiday 

until the 17th September)

Tony’s River Dart Trip

12-14 October (combined KCC and Canoe Camping Club)

Caravans booked at Higher Mead Farm, Near Ashburton. 

Costs depend on numbers, likely to be £15 a head including 

breakfast plus £2 per boat sticker.

Contact Tony Wilkins for full information sheet. Advance 

booking is essential – places are limited!

Also with Canoe Camping Club 

(KCC members very welcome)

15-16 September. Poole Harbour and Dorset Coast. 

Sea canoeing for those with some experience.

19-21 October. River Wye

A variety of trips are possible between Ross-Lyndbrook-

Symonds Yat-Monmouth Redbrook. Ross to Yat 12 miles, Yat 

to Redbrook is 8 miles.

Contact Tony Wilkins for full details

Ock Boatercross - Sunday 14th October

After the success of the last event, Dave Surman is arranging 

a repeat event. There is likely to be competitors entering 

from Riverside, so we need to show them who’s best!

(more details on page 13)

Riverside Centre opening times

Shop opening times:

Monday Closed

Tuesday 11-7

Wednesday 11-7   

Thursday 11-7

Friday 10-6

Saturday 9-5

Sunday 10-1

Have a look…

Found this web site by accident but very impressed. It’s the 

“Photography of Desre Pickers” web site on:

http://www.photosbydes.com/

The way I found it was she won the Lifesyle section of the 

Red Bull Illume Adventure sports photography competition 

with the picture below. As soon as I saw it I thought it 

would make a great caption competition photo! It is 

Victoria Falls.

The web site is well worth a visit., Lez.
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A note from Scotland

by Glenda

For all those who will be on the 

exciting October trip to Scotland with 

Fred, just to let you know that due to 

an historical “incident” it is traditional 

for the KCC not to frequent the 

Stronglosit Hotel.  To the extent that 

I have probably misspelt the name.  

Even now the same management is in 

place there.

However, I have it on very good 

authority that the Roy Bridge Hotel is 

now under new management and the 

food is excellent.  So do give it a try.

I regret to say that the weather 

up here has been very dry, mostly 

overcast and cold, but not particularly 

wet.  So at the moment the rivers are 

also dry.  Lots of seakayaking taking 

place instead.  Rumours of a new 

bridge to be built over the River Coe 

in Glen Coe.  Not sure which bridge or 

when the works are to start, so watch 

this space.

I had the pleasure the other day of 

seeing the following number plate 

“K4 YAK”.  Now with that name you 

would expect a roof rack and uprights 

on the top of the car, but alas no.  

What a waste!!!

Shock news!

Lions of Longleat 
win out over Hurley 
for Andy McMahon! 
Oh how the mighty 
have fallen!

Mr Knox discovered 
shedding not 
shredding on 
the bank holiday 
weekend!

Scotland
20 – 27 October 2007

Those confi rmed so far:

Lee

Simon

Dave Hodge

Mike

Dave S

Vicky Rolls

Martin Rolls

Lucille

Doug

Phil

Martyn Read

Andy

Ben Williams

KCC diary dates

September 2007

1 Improvers Assessment 

2 White Water kayak 

experience at the 

Nene Centre

 Thailand trip
3

4

5 Monthly Meeting: 

20:30 at The Fox Inn, 

29 High Street, Steventon 

OX13 6RZ
6

7

8 Wallingford Town Regatta

9 Fun in the park – Abbey 

grounds, Abingdon
10

11

12 Wed Abingdon weir
13

14

15  

16 Todd Morris Memorial 

KCC Triathlon 2007
17

18

19 Wed Abingdon weir
20

21

22  

23 Symonds Yat trip
24

25

26 Wed Abingdon weir

27 Provisional Date: AGM
28

29

30

31

October 2007

1

2

3 Monthly Meeting: 

20:30 at The Fox Inn, 

29 High Street, Steventon 

OX13 6RZ

4 KCC Pool Session
5

6  

7

8

9

10 

11

12

13 Tony’s Dart Weekend

14  Tony’s Dart Weekend
15

16

17 

18 KCC Pool Session
19 

20 Scotland Trip 

(return on 27th) 
21

22

23

24

25

26 

27

28

29

30

31
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It has been rumoured that 2 staunch 

whitewater members of KCC may have 

been seen somewhere near the Wye, 

sporting what looked like a canoe.

To start, I must mention that absolutely no persuasion or 

organisation on my part was needed to get this group on 

the water; they wanted to do it! So there we were, 14 friends 

and friends of friends with a vague Bristol connection (plus 

one Wilf dog), arriving at Glasbury with the expectation of a 

mighty Wye expedition that included some outdoor toilet 

facilities. Unfortunately no-one had told one poor girl that 

she was going canoeing and she was quite upset by the 

whole idea of it. Fancy that, 

someone who thought a river 

was an unpleasant place to be.

The KCC canoe was given its 

maiden 2 day voyage, courtesy 

of Liz and Lucille, whilst Jess 

had her shiny birthday canoe 

– a whole month old. The rest 

hired their canoes from Wye Valley, although I did later spot 

that some were a bit worse for wear. We set off  with a cheer 

and a smashed bottle of Cava. A complete lie – the start was 

a farce as the ‘private’ canoes set off  after a group of hired 

canoes that turned out to be total strangers! 

The The 
DarksideDarkside

by Liz Garnett

‘The KCC 

open canoe 

was given its 

maiden 2 day 

voyage’
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We fi nally re-

grouped in an eddy. 

With all the recent 

rain, the Wye was 

certainly moving 

at a pace and not its usual summer low. 

Everyone was slowly getting to grips with 

the steering as little eff ort was needed to 

keep moving. Of course Lucille and I were 

Queens of the river being recent recipients 

of the 2 star! There were confused 

instructions regarding avoiding an Ox-bow 

lake, but apart from that we happily set 

off  on our 12 mile journey to Lockster’s 

Pool. This was our chosen camping fi eld, 

downriver of Hay. At £2 a night, facilities 

included, a tap and a beautiful view.

The journey was mellow, scenic and 

included more sand martins than I’ve ever 

seen. Well it would have been mellow, except poor Wilf 

found the whole idea of canoeing a bit too much for his 

doggy brain. His rising excitement at any nearby canoe 

resulted in momentous barking and desperate attempts to 

swim as much of the trip as possible. I was quite concerned 

about the stupid mutt drowning as he was obviously cold 

and completely knackered. But that didn’t seem to stop 

him swimming after any canoe he could spot, regardless 

of whether they were part of our group. As a result the Wilf 

canoe brought up the rear; the very far rear!

After the terrible forecast for the weekend, we only had a 

small shower during lunch on the fi rst day. We kept up our 

meandering pace, laughing at the group of drunken stag 

weekenders who were doing a good job of capsizing (and 

losing their beer supplies). A group went off  to Hay for tea 

and cake, whilst the rest carried on to the campsite. We had 

already set up camp that morning (to my cries of cheating!), 

so knew where we 

were headed.

A wonderful evening 

ensued; BBQ food, 

campfi re, freshly caught 

eel and some truly 

appalling Batty Books. 

What a fantastic spot! 

Much to my amazement, we actually left the campsite 

around 10.30am. We had a further 8 miles to go until our 

collection point at Bredwardine. The river had widened 

and slowed considerably so far more paddling was 

required, but with two people it’s not exactly taxing.

We had another wonderful day fl oating down the 

Wye, with Lucille and I doing a fantastic job of catching 

up on a few weeks of gossip! The trip was over far too 

soon and I would have been very happy to do an extra 

4 miles, but the group had had its fi ll of 

the Wye. With just a quick phone call 

we were all collected and taken back 

to Glasbury. Wye Valley even took the 

private canoes – what a nice bunch.

I’d really recommend this trip for you 

and your friends. We didn’t have a single 

capsize, much to my disappointment. 

Even Craig said he had a great time, 

so the fi rst river trip with my boy was 

a resounding success. Mind you, we 

weren’t together in a ‘divorce boat’! 

The KCC canoe is ready and waiting for its 

next adventure….

Liz Garnett 

PS I’m sure Dave S needs to know that 

no stubbing was undertaken and it was 

certainly never mentioned!

“Lucille and I 

were Queens 

of the river!”

“BBQ food, 

campfi re, freshly 

caught eel … What 

a fantastic spot!”
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Found on UKRGB: new Dart Access agreement 

The River Dart has kept the 
BCU Access team extremely 
busy over the summer on 
several fronts From Adam Box

We have: 

•  been trying to seek less restrictive and easier access to 

the loop, and more access to Dartmeet. 

•  continued to seek access to the East and West Dart rivers 

upstream of Dartmeet. 

•  met with Mark Simpson to seek a resolution to the 

parking issue and use of his land as base for canoeing in 

the area. 

•  Negotiated with Dartmoor National Park in trying to 

establish a DNP run shuttle bus service for paddlers, 

running between Holne Bridge and New Bridge. 

Last week Fiona Edmonds and I had a very friendly meeting 

with offi  cers of the Dart Fisheries Association after previously 

failing to agree on several points which were central to the 

access agreement. On this occasion we felt that there had 

been a sympathetic hearing of our points and that we had 

achieved most of what we sought, so we have agreed in 

principal to the terms of the access agreement which they 

have off ered for a 12 month trial period. 

So how does this aff ect paddlers? 

Firstly, there will be no access to the River Dart Country 

Park for this season. Mark Simpson was pleasant, helpful 

and positive, but he has now established a very lucrative 

wedding business on his grounds during the winter and 

understandably does not want people in various states of 

undressing welcoming guests!! He has very kindly allowed 

us to use the egress point on river right immediately after 

Holne Bridge though, for this season. The very limited 

parking at this point means that many paddlers would be 

better advised to carry on to Buckfastleigh, but this is not 

compulsory. 

In addition, Mark has kindly off ered to allow us to use a 

section of his land close to Waterworks Bridge to create 

a car park for canoeists, and we are already working with 

Dartmoor National Park to look at the planning and costing 

issues with this. If it does go ahead it is unlikely to be ready 

during the coming season. 

Secondly, we are now able to issue access permits to 60 

people per day for Dartmeet (instead of 40), and the season 

for Dartmeet will now start on November 1st instead of 

December 1st. The access point for this stretch is changed 

and will now be much easier, with paddlers accessing the 

river immediately beside the Dartmeet car park, i.e. above 

the road bridge. 

The DFA members are very concerned about the safety 

of paddlers and it is crucial that paddlers take more 

responsibility for their safety and cause less wasted call outs 

for the Devon Air Ambulance, Dartmoor Rescue Group, 

the local fi re brigade, etc. This means taking more care and 

thought over who is on the water, especially at high fl ows, 

and being prepared and equipped to conduct rescues 

without outside assistance. In addition all paddlers are 

required to indemnify the DFA and its members against any 

legal and/or fi nancial liability which may arise as a result of 

their use of the river. 
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Thirdly, on the Loop (Newbridge to Holne Bridge) and 

below, it is no longer necessary to pre-book access. There 

are no dated permits to be issued and no daily numbers 

limit, though we suspect that numbers will become 

self regulating. We are currently considering a means of 

identifying those paddlers who are BCU members, as this 

will indicate that such people have the insurance cover 

required by the DFA. 

The non availability of the River Dart Country Park will 

impose parking pressures on Holne Bridge which we 

hope to reduce by sponsoring a shuttle bus with DNP. 

The funding of this transport has not yet been fi nalised 

but we are looking at a scheme whereby the Dart Access 

Fund would make a substantial contribution so that BCU 

members would be able to use the bus free. More info 

when fi nalised. 

We hope that paddlers will agree that we have gained 

some considerable benefi ts and improvements to the 

agreement. Sadly though, we did not get everything we 

had hoped for. Despite a very positive meeting in January 

which was attended and reported on by Simon Westgarth, 

amongst others, we have not been able to extend the 

agreement to cover any of the East and West Dart Rivers. 

We conveyed considerable disappointment at this as both 

the Environment Agency and Dartmoor National Park had 

expressed their support for paddling on agreed sections of 

these rivers. 

Paddlers do need to know though that the Cherrybrook 

tributary is considered to be one of the most important 

spawning places for the entire Dart system, so anyone 

paddling there could fi nd themselves facing criminal 

proceedings for damaging spawning grounds. Similarly, 

some sections of the West Dart upstream of Huccaby Bridge 

are considered to be of very high ecological importance, 

such that dog walkers, horse riders and others are banned 

from the area. Under these circumstances it would seem 

appropriate for paddlers to respect the National Park’s 

wishes and stay away from this area. 

I recognise that some contributors to UKRGB will not 

support the access agreement and will continue to post 

stories of their ‘non-agreement’ exploits on the river. For the 

many thousands who have continued to use the river under 

the terms of the agreement I hope the changes described 

above will make their paddling days on the Dart more 

enjoyable and fl exible. 

Adam Box, Regional Access Offi  cer, Devon and Cornwall 

Fiona, Icarus & Fiona Edmonds 

BCU River Dart Access 

Update on the Quest for a New Hut:

Ground works 
are imminent!

Members are asked to note that there 

will be a temporary restriction of access 

to the Army Rowing Club site during 

the next few weeks whilst ground 

works for the new hut are in progress.

The club has appointed a contractor 

for the ground works and the work is 

due to commence in early September.

The work entails the provision of 

the concrete plinth for the hut, but 

it will also include repairs to the site 

entrance. A small area of concrete 

will be provided at the immediate 

entrance.  Beyond, and leading away 

from the entrance, the contractor will 

be providing a track of 15m by 4m 

of crushed concrete (taking it to the 

Pathfi nder hut).

The nature of the ground works will 

require that the gate to the site will 

need to be locked whilst it is being 

undertaken, and for a period until the 

concrete has been cured. Weather 

permitting, this will be a period of 

two weeks, during which access will 

be via the Abingdon Rowing Club 

(ARC) site only.  

The rowing club has been notifi ed 

of the work and to expect that usage 

of their car park is likely to increase for 

that short period.  The Army and the 

Sea Cadets have also been informed.

The Council for its part, as owner 

of the site, has given its consent for 

us to proceed, on the understanding 

that there will be a licence agreement 

between the Army, Vale of the White 

Horse DC and KCC to legally cover our 

presence on the site.

Our thanks to Doug White who is 

acting as the ‘clerk of works’ for the 

project on behalf of the club.

Our thanks also to Lee for the recent 

removal of the poplar tree, which both 

enables us to use a larger area of the 

site, but also removed a signifi cant 

risk to our future hut.  It will be useful 

to get rid of other vegetation on the 

boundary, but this can be done at a 

later date as this does not impede the 

ground works.

The area concreted will be larger 

than that required just for the hut, in 

order to provide for external storage 

between our hut and the Pathfi nder 

hut.  The total cost of the ground 

works @ £4,367.50 is a signifi cant 

investment for the club, but it is an 

important step towards resolving our 

immediate and longer term storage 

needs, whilst addressing long standing 

problems with the entrance to the site.

As regards the hut itself it is the 

intention that its dimensions will be 

the largest that are permissible without 

the need to incorporate the expensive 

requirements for compliance with 

Building Regulations.  The building will 

be smaller than the dimensions for 

which we received planning consent, 

but they were based on both KCC’s 

requirements and those of Pathfi nders.  

Possible suppliers are currently being 

contacted to discuss options.

In the meantime, we will 

endeavour to keep folk informed of 

developments.
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Roger and I fancied some 

canoeing in warmer waters 

so having consulted Fluff y’s 

guide we decided to paddle 

the upper sections of the 

Allier which is located in 

the Massif Central region of 

France south of Clermont 

Ferrand. The logistics were 

going to be interesting as 

we went with car, 2 canoes, 

tent and bicycle….. Most 

days we pitched camp 

where we would get off  the 

river and leaving bike drove 

to the get in…… 

Arriving in early July to a 

thunderstorm did not bode well for 

the week and for Day 1 paddling we 

chose the section from Langeac to 

Chilhac which was brown, fast fl owing 

and a little smelly (more 

like the Thames these last 

weeks) The Commercial 

groups did not paddle on 

safety grounds but after an 

inspection we enjoyed the 

glissiére at Chambon. In all 

15km of grade 2 water and 

12km of bike shuttle.

The scenery was 

impressive even if there 

was little sunshine about 

and we enjoyed a hike at 

Lavoûte Chilhac.

Day 2 found us upstream paddling 

what Fluff y described as the “Jewel in 

the Crown” for open boaters, namely 

the section from Chapeauroux to 

Alleyras. This was 18km of gorge 

paddling with 40+ rapids making it 

continuous grade 2 with 3 grade 3 

rapids reminiscent of Scottish rivers. The 

water was good and we saw no-one all 

day although the railway accompanied 

us high in the gorge through a series of 

bridges and tunnels.  

We recovered the car with an 

interesting train ride with SNCF which 

did in 15 minutes what we had taken 5 

hours to paddle.
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Day 3 and we decided to tackle the 

uppermost section from St Etienne 

to Chapeauroux which was a series of 

boulder gardens not unlike the Upper 

Dart. 16km of 2+ with 6x grade 3, 3x 

grade 4 and 1x grade 5 rapid. 

8 ½ hours of technical paddling, lining 

and portage over boulders including 

1 capsize for RW!

Too late for French cuisine so had to 

make do with emergency rations and 

too tired to bike back to the car that day.

Day 4 started with 22km ride to 

collect car with 8km continuous 

ascent out of the gorge onto the 

plateau on deserted roads.  

Then drove down to Monistrol 

where a hydro dam blocks the river 

upstream and embarked on a 2 day 

paddle down to Prades & Alleyras. 

This was less arduous with 10km of 

3(4) water to Prades but laden boats 

presented a new challenge. RW 

capsized and lost his boat while lining 

through “The rock that cries” 3+ so 

AW ran it, reported that “had got 

glasses wet” and then had to pick up 

RW and craft!

  Escargot Bleu provided an excellent 

campsite and 

evening meal 

with Puy Lentils 

(to be avoided), 

donkeys and 

llama.

Day 5 Was much warmer (bit more 

like Southern France in summer) as 

we paddled 15km of gentle class 2(3) 

water down to Langeac. For the fi rst 

time we saw rafts and kayaks. Back 

again on the train to Monistrol to fetch 

the car. A very pleasant way to end a 

great week paddling the Haut Allier.  

Go and see the spectacular new 

viaduct at Millau where there is also 

an artifi cial  white water slalom course 

(dry when we passed). 

Statistics

Driving  3000km

Paddling  75km

Cycling  34km

Walking  10km

Portage(s)  0,5km

Campsites  5 

Alastair Wilson

Roger Wiltshire

July 2007
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RESULTS Total Round 1/2

Men`s

Andy MacMahon 73 38/35

Chris Wheeler 73 31/42

Seth Townley 53+20=73 26/27+20

Matt Attree 59 29/27

Dave Hodgkinson 46 27/19

Simon Knox 45 20/25

Andy Newell 36 18/18

Lee Gill 27 14/13

Dave Walsh 27 13/14

Dave Surman 24 9/15

Chris Rolls 15 4/11

Townley hitches a ride on gravity`s coat tails with a sizzling new move!!

This year`s Blastathon was ROCKED to it`s very core as the old order was 
SHATTERED  by a NEW move which had the judges FLUMMOXED and 
reaching for their rule books!! 

Seth Townley went for the “batter the ball with body part” 

move never before scored, by reaching up with his hand! 

Unfortunately the old addage no pain, no gain held true 

as the move required an upstream edge technique which 

resulted in the inevitable upstream capsize! According to 

the written rules this only entitled him to a measly 2 points. 

On consideration the Director of Blasting has awarded an 

honorary 20 points, which includes an allowance for style 

and creativity, for this move which gives him honorary 

joint fi rst place with Chris W and Andy Mac.!  Now there`s a 

challenge for next year!!

Offi  cials

Director of Blasting  Dave Surman

Match Referee Neil Taunt

Offi  cial Time Keeper Andy

Videographer General Rob Yates.

Offi  cial Photographers Martyn Green, 

 Darryl Perkins, 

 Uncle Tom Cobbley

Probably the next big controversy is should no 
hand moves score double as it heavily biases 
results towards no handers rather than creators! 
Cue for some “Disgusted from Tunbridge Wells” 
letters? Watch this space, huh?

RESULTS Total Round 1/2

Ladies 

Louise Royle 36 16/20

Vicky Rolls 31 13/18

Wendy 

Williamson

14 5/9

Lisa Parke 12 4/8

Penny 7 4/3

Veterans

Chris Wheeler 73

Louise Royle 36

Andy Newell 36

Vicky Rolls 31

Dave Surman 24

Junior

Joe Callard
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Provisional Pathfi nder trip to Treweryn 
September 8/9th.

If you would like to come and /or can off er a lift if needed 

please let me know as soon as possible. Date of leaving and 

accommodation arrangements open to negotiation. I need 

to know NOW Dave Surman 01865 373115

Ock Boatercross and 
Wavehopper Race v Riverside
Sunday October 14th – 2pm

Yes I know, this is the Sunday of Tony`s Dart weekend. 

Sorry but it was literally the only date available. You can still 

do the Dart, have a good Saturday night (it`s my birthday!) 

then come back Sunday morning for the event

Rob Yates is getting a posse together from Riverside. 

The focus is on Pathfi nders but it `s good to get all age 

categories as we did at the fi rst event held earlier on a 

Monday night. Andy N holds the Wavehopper record at the 

moment at 9.45 minutes on the course from Drayton Rd to 

the club. We need adult helpers and entrants. Followed by 

a BYO BBQ.

The plan

2pm meet at Club Hut / Register £2 / Change / 

Shuttle to Drayton Rd Field.

Classes

/ Boatercross (Under 2.5m)

/ Wavehopper. We hope to get in WVHs from the 

southern region Fleet

Age categories: U12 / U14 / U16 / U18 / over 18 / Vet over 

35 / SuperVet over 55

Please let me know NOW if you would like to enter and/or 

help. We need  a registrar, starter, fi nisher with synchronised 

watches, shuttlers and people who can do diffi  cult adding 

up and taking away sums. Not me coz I failed my O level 

Maths 3 times!!

More Tacky Prizes!!

Dave Surman 01865 373115

davidsurman@hotmail.com

Those of you who are waiting for the offi  cial published 

results of the Monday Boatercross, sorry the results seem to 

be lost in cyberspace at the moment. We had an entry of 

16 – 4 WVH and 10 under 2.5m. Brilliant assertive starting 

by Lee, timing by James, barby logistics by Hodgey, 

photography by Simon. Thanks to Andy N, Iain, Richard, 

Mike for Wavehopperizing and to all the Pathfi nders for 

entering. All did it including the new graduates 

from the beginner`s course!!

UP`N COMING EVENTS FROM 
RODEOGRANDUDE ENTERPRISES

SO WHO SAID 
PATHFINDERS 
WERE NOT 
A WELL 
DISCIPLINED 
POSSE? 
(READ SIGN) 

River Teme, May. 3 days 

before the bridge at 

Ludlow got washed 

away!! Essex Dug, Joe, 

Dave S., Richard, Harry.

Sponsored by A n L Tree Services You hug it-We slug it!!
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MORE RODEO 
GRANDUDE NEWS

Trash of the Year Award

Hey out there. To my knowledge the secretary has only 

received ONE nomination for Trash of the Year Award as yet. 

Now I know for certain there have been FAR MORE quality 

trashes. So get nominating. There are certainly ones that 

deserve an honourable mention even if they don`t win this 

coveted award! Email kcc.secretary@gmail.com.

SWIFT DITCH/ABINGDON CIRCUITS

Some of you will know that I am at present writing up 

the Swift Ditch/Abingdon Circuit for a new book by Pete 

Knowles (Rivers Publishing) on family friendly paddles 

in the South. The text for this is complete. Those of you 

familiar with the style of these books (REF Alpine and Nepal 

guides) will know there are often boxes included with 

bizarre/humorous incidents.

Does anybody have any such ideas for these? Just the 

bare bones will do I can rewrite it. Incidentally I took Pete 

down the ditch on the way to the Alps this summer. Must 

be the fi rst time the Ditch has been used as a warm up for 

the Middle Oetz huh? We did it early in the morning before 

the Thames glacial melt had time to aff ect the level!

P.Y.C.C. Dart Trip

I am trying to arrange an introductory Dart Loop trip on 

weekend of 6/7 October i.e. weekend before Tony`s trip. 

Ideally lowish levels and cheapness. Probably going down 

on the Saturday some time bunkhousing/caravanning Sat 

night. Are you interested in coming/driving.

Even a day trip is possible for masochists. Can you off er a 

lift? Likely to only be a handful of pyccers but I want to sell 

this as a good ww water experience before winter sets in. 

Contact me if interested.

RODEO GRANDUDE 
NEWSFLASH

Have been in touch with Michelle Wallace who`s returned 

to Kiwiland. She has been doing her bit to grab some good 

rivers for the Christmas dinner river raffl  e. Howzabout 

these. The Wahahonu, Whakapapatai, Whakapapanui, 

Ohinepangu and Tawhai Falls. I reckon these should all be 

bonus rivers but you can`t win unless you can spell them. 

So get learning now!!

N.Z`S gotta be on the cards for a future trip. Only trouble 

is they speak English (well almost) which is a bit boring for a 

foreign destination!

COACH UPDATES

Okay so y`all in the coaching scheme will have received 

details of these days to fi nd out what the new regime at the 

BCU StarPaddlepower edict is all about. I`m probably going 

to go to the one at Thames Young Mariners down Kingston 

on Thames way on Sat 29th September as the Wokingham 

one the following weekend clashes with proposed PYCC 

Dart weekend mentioned.

So who wants to come n we can have a party? All new 

coaches and trainees very welcome as well as boring 

cynical old dogs like me! Remember if you can`t beat em 

join em!! Actually on a serious note , the content does look 

good and as long as we go with open minds it should 

be good!

TONY`S DART WEEKEND / MY BIRTHDAY /

BOATERCROSS SUNDAY OCTOBER 13/14

A busy weekend. See elswhere in this publication for 

details. Go diary it!

For those of you there last year I understand the rocking 

horse has been booked at the Monk`s Retreat!

POSSE TO SCOTTISH WETFEST
Long weekend Sept 22/23.

A few of us are up for this. Andy Jackson Memorial 

weekend. Releases on Garry and Morriston. Speak to Andy 

Mac. Also Fred already has list for Scotland Week later in 

October. Make sur e you`re on the list if you wanna come.

Dave Surman 01865 373115

EATING ICE CREAM 
AT THE END OF THE 

IMSTERSHLUCT WAS 
AN EYE OPENING 
EXPERIENCE FOR 

SETH Landeck 2005

MIKE N RICHARD 
ON THE BAR
ALPINE FROLICS 
Landeck 2005
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Chris Wheeler reports 
from BC with tales of log
jams, bears and some
cracking white water 

The North Stein was our big

mission.  After slogging 40kgs of kit

several hundred feet uphill over steep 

slippery scree slopes and boulders,

across alpine meadows and then 

down through thick overgrown forest

clogged with fallen trees, we’d fi nally

make it to the river.  We’d then have 

to battle our way over numerous log

jams before, at long last, after hours of 

suff ering, we’d fi nally get our reward-

as the river drops 1,900ft over

1.5 miles of dramatic, scary drops and 

slides, just before the confl uence with

the main Stein.

Or at least that’s what we were 

going to do. Thankfully, the local

boaters’ view was that the river would

still be too high, thanks to getting on 

for three times the average snowfall. 

Operation Log Jam
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Thank God for that – I tried hard to look disappointed. None 

of that cheapskate masochistic nonsense for us – we were 

fl ying into Stein Lake and paddling the main Stein River 

instead!  This was a trip that I’d always wanted to do ever 

since I’d read Andy England’s account of the trip in Canoeist 

magazine back in the mid 90s, when they were on their 

World Tour (a tour that would inspire many more). 

Arriving at Air Whistler’s base in Whistler, I took one 

look at our fl oat plane and wondered how on earth 7 

boaters, 7 boats and several days worth of overnight gear 

and food would fi t. Well, it sure wasn’t Business Class but 

we managed to squeeze everything in and we were off . 

The plane seemed to take an age to take off  with all that 

weight on board but we made it over the tree tops just in 

time, banking round for a great view of the pistes and over 

sized up market hotels of Whistler, before climbing up and 

over the mountains.  I was surprised to see snow capped 

mountains and glaciers stretching out as far as the eye 

could see and also by how close the mountains were – we 

fl ew so low.  We fl ew down over pristine forested valleys 

and then amidst the trees we caught a tantalising glimpse 

of back to back drops and slide – it had to be the North 

Stein.  We still hadn’t given up on it – our plan was to hike 

from the confl uence with the main Stein up the North Stein 

with empty boats to catch the best of the river, the last mile 

and a half. 

The landing on Stein Lake was so gentle I didn’t realise 

we’d landed.  Sat in the middle of the lake, we had to 

squeeze our way out onto the plane’s pontoons and get 

into our kit and bodies into the boats before the plane was 

blown by the wind into the edge of the lake. As soon as 

the last paddler was in his boat the plane was off  within 

seconds and we were all alone, with 55 kilometres of 

log jams and unknown white water between us and the 

nearest road.  Sure enough, as we left the lake, we were 

confronted by a log jam, the fi rst of many.  

So, all we had to do was the paddle down to the 

confl uence and hike up – supposedly easy enough – how 

diffi  cult could that be?  Well…not as easy as it sounds.  The 

advice was that the hiking trail on the left that winded 

its way from the lake to the North Stein, shown on the 

back roads map, supposedly didn’t exist.  So, when we 

encountered a very well maintained little cable trolley over 

the river, we ignored the trail to the left and, faced with 

a portage and more log jams, shouldered our boats and 

headed off  right along a trail.  The trail went on and on and 

uphill.  So we gave up and slogged our boats down hill 

towards a side stream.  Unfortunately, the stream braided 

and disappeared into the undergrowth and a swamp.  Oh 

dear.  Text book group dynamics went out of the window 

and the group dispersed into the swamp.  Eventually, I 

ended up on something resembling a river, well, it had 

water in.  It was clogged full of trees and so I was repeatedly 

faced with the rather hazardous challenge of balancing 

40kgs of loaded boat on a tree whilst wading through fast 

fl owing water that was trying to take me and my boat 

under the tree.  Eventually, I reached a confl uence – was this 

where the Stein met the North Stein or had I just found the 

Stein via a side stream?  I wasn’t sure.  Two fellow paddlers 

arrived.  They weren’t sure either and we couldn’t fi nd the 

others, who had our one and only detailed hiking map.   
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Things that make you go hmmm.  They 

tried hiking upstream to no avail – the forest 

was just too dense. Time was marching on 

and we had to fi nd the others before it got 

dark.  So, we headed off  downstream and 

sure enough we found them, a few hundred 

yards downstream, just upstream of the fi rst 

major rapid.

The next day we put on half way down 

the rapid and set off  on the look out for the 

North Stein, which had to come in from the 

left. Except that it didn’t – we’d missed it!  

Oh dear, how embarrassing.  Again, I tried 

hard to look disappointed – carrying boats, 

even empty ones, 1,900 ft uphill through 

thick thorny undergrowth, up and over 

fallen trees deep in bear country would 

have been a nightmare.  Andy fi gured that 

the confl uence we’d seen was downstream 

of where the North Stein came in and 

that we’d inadvertently portaged past the 

confl uence.  However, looking at the map 

later we weren’t so sure – I reckon that the 

confl uence we saw WAS the confl uence of 

the Stein and North Stein. Oops.

Never mind!  The Stein itself was a classic 

trip.  During our fi rst day of boating, the 

white water was stop start but kept on 

coming, with grade 4/5 drops and slides 

interspersed with mellow grade 2/3.  After a 

couple of swims, the group decided to slack 

off  at around 3pm when it saw a great little 

camping area right down next to the river.  

We’re pretty experienced at multi day trips 

nowadays and with all the right kit at the 

ready we soon settled into the usual routine, 

fi ghting for the best bivvy spots, hanging up 

smelly thermals to ward off  bears (yeah right, 

that’ll work), starting a forest fi re and getting 

water on the boil for ready meals that my pet 

cat Hurley would refuse to eat.  One thing we 

did work on was our over night bear proof 

food storage system, which consisted of a 

complex system that Professor Brainstorm 

would have been proud of.  Lob throw lines 

up and over the branches of two trees about 

20 ft apart, clip the lines and dry bags full of 

food together and then pull on the lines to 

raise the food not only off  the ground but 

away from trees (bears are good climbers).  

All very ‘dib dib dib’ but it made us feel safer, 

even if we weren’t.

The next day gave us 4 hours of fl at water 

and two enormous log jams to negotiate 
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(the trick is to go low on river right on the fi rst one and 

high to the left on the second, if only we’d remembered 

this advice).  Thankfully, we were rewarded with 2-3 hours 

of full on fast continuous boulder garden grade 4/4+.  

Wonderful.  Andy saw his fi rst bear – he broke out between 

two hard rapids to see one just 30ft upstream!  That adds a 

whole new dimension to must make read and run!  Another 

swim, and the decision was made to stop at 5pm instead of 

making the dash to the fi nish with tired paddlers.

Our fi nal day gave us another couple of hours of full 

continuous water, grade 4/4+  with a couple of 5s.  I think 

we were one of the fi rst groups down this year and we had 

plenty of water.  In fact, the white water kept on coming 

right until the take out at the fi rst bridge we came to, a mile 

or so before the confl uence with the mighty Fraser.  What a 

great trip.

The Stein was a highlight of a pretty hectic trip.   We 

fl ew in to Vancouver and warmed up with the Upper 

Cheakamus, just south of Whistler, South West BC’s classic 

grade 4 home run, their equivalent of the Upper Dart (with 

the Newbridge ledge covered).  With getting on for three 

times the average snowfall, levels were too high generally 

so we slogged our way inland for several hours to the West 

Kootenays. Levels were getting low but we managed to 

enjoy some great pool drops G4/5 on classic such as the 

Middle and Lower Pingston and Upper Kuskanax, although 

the Carpenter really was dog low.  So, we headed back 

to the South West, with levels fi nally dropping in.  Local 

boaters hosted an emotionally draining run down a fairly 

high Upper Birkenhead, the trip’s surprise package – it’s a G5 

continuous boulder garden classic, where every steep, tight, 

tree infested rapid looks impossible from upstream but 

always goes.  The G4/5 lower Callaghan, running down to 

the main road, was another classic, off ering a fantastic mix 

of boulder garden and pool drop, including a super clean 

20 footer.  That warmed us up nicely for the Stein.  After the 

Stein, the Nahatlatch Canyon gave us a nice mellow warm 

down, followed by the Cayoosh, a couple of runs down the 

Soo (which was much better then I remembered it from 

2003, maybe the fl oods cleaned it up); and repeat runs of 

the Callaghan and Upper Cheakamus.  High water gave us 

the excuse I was looking for not having another attempt 

at the Mine Run on the Ashlu (which we walked out of in 

2003) and news of further run ins with the local Indian kept 

us away from Rogers creek; and memories of not being able 
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to fi nd the Ryan last time kept us away from that!

I’ve now been on three trips to BC and they’ve all been 

completely and utterly diff erent – there’s so much there.  

Water levels, long distances and log jams can make it 

challenging at times, but it’s worth it – it’s one of THE 

great destinations. 

Chris Wheeler slogged his way up, under and through 

countless log jams and along various bear trails with Andy 

McMahon, Jason Hancock, Kevin Francis, , Marc Musgrove, 

Mark Gawler and Simon Wiles and also paddled a couple of 

times with Fran and Small Robin and local Matt Kompass 

and friends.  

A few 
facts 
that 
may help…..
Getting there

We fl ew with Air Transat for around £600 each plus 

around £50 each way for excess baggage, after much 

discussion!  Air Zoom also come highly recommended.  

At the time of writing, kayak friendly BA didn’t fl y direct 

to Vancouver.

Getting around

The usual car hire operators are available at Vancouver 

Airport.  Book in advance from the UK but make absolutely 

sure that you have written confi rmation that the price 

includes roof bars and insurance for damage and third party 

liability.  We booked with Thrifty for around £570 but after 

they failed to provide a car with roof bars, we switched to 

Avis.  Booking on the day was much more expensive – close 

to £1,000 including the insurance, so beware! Another 

British group rolled their hire car off  a forest track, writing it 

off .   Technically, hire car small print forbids off  road driving 

so they were probably not insured – ouch!  Drive carefully 

on those forest tracks!    

Guidebooks

‘Whitewater in Southwest British Columbia’, 

a guide to G2/3/4 runs by Claudia Schwab of  

www.wetcoastpublishing.com This is an excellent, 

comprehensive book however, it is very light on G5. 

‘West Kootenays Whitewater’ is an excellent guide to G4/5 

runs by Jeff  Krueger.  Jeff ’s book is hard to fi nd.  One solution 

may be to obtain it via www.endlessadventure.ca which has 

a base in the West Kootenays and stocks the book. 

 ‘Canadian Rockies White Water’, excellent G4/5 guides by 

Stuart Smith

Volume 1- The Southern Rockies and Volume 2: The 

Central Rockies.

Internet guides

www.paddleguides.com

www.kayakwest.com

Maps

Mussio’s 1:200,000 maps (www.backroadmapbooks.com) 

Forestry maps- available form outdoor pursuits shops

Kayak hire:

Hire play boats for the infamous Skookumchuck Wave 

from MEC’s outdoor pursuits shops in Vancouver. 
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Hurley on three, a whole week paddling, 

in the sunshine, shredded hands, aching 

back, a HUGE petrol bill and a really big 

grin. I was getting a little jaded with 

freestyle paddling but I have to say that 

the few weeks I have just spent at Hurley 

have been fantastic. The people were 

great and the atmosphere relaxed with 

everyone trying out new stuff  and having 

a giggle in the process. It is the sort of 

atmosphere of old before it all got very 

serious and I loved every session. Even 

managed to fi gure out pan-am’s and half 

decent back stabs.

Prospecting for gold 
in the badlands
The Badlands

And so to the badlands, no not to the one in Jurassic 

Park but the one in Cornwall. The section of coast west of 

Newquay was lovingly labelled the badlands some thirty 

years ago to keep out the non-locals and it worked! Many 

urban legends exist of what has happened to the unwary 

traveller in this part of Cornwall. But hey I fi gured how bad 

can it be!? Besides the waves sounded good enough to 

trade off  against the odd beating and/or car trashing.

I set myself up in Perranporth, a typical Cornish tourist 

trap with one redeeming feature; Its got a really long beach 

that spreads out to the north of the town in three clear 

sections. There is Droskyn point and the town beach to the 

south, linked to Ligger Point in the north by the 3km stretch 

of sand known as Perran Sands and Penhale Sands.

It’s a good base for a couple of reasons. One is that its real 

long so it spreads out the crowd. You can always fi nd an 

empty peak, even in the middle of the day. The second is 

there are peaks to suit all abilities and moods. The sand bars 

off er up anything from soft, mellow walls to reeling hollow 

tubey waves and everything in between.

My days on surf trips follow a most geek like routine. Get 

up around 7am, check the waves and go for a surf if its 

on or drive around til I fi nd something if the wind or the 

swell direction is wrong for that spot or grab breakfast and 

check through the day. Then grab at least one other surf 

somewhere else during the course of the day. My carbon 

footprint is immense!

The Refugee Camp

I found the best peaks to be at the back of a caravan site 

called Perran Sands. This sinister establishment seemed 

to lock up several hundred football shirt clad, sunburnt 

northerners for two weeks of torture in their little caravan 

cells in a sprawling encampment buried away in the dunes, 

complete with security to keep away those prying eyes.

I managed to sweet talk security into letting me park in 

their camp for a small fee and so long as I didn’t tell anyone 

about the harsh realities of camp life and I was led to a small 

car park hidden away at the back of the site and left to fend 

for myself.

Summer Fun

Matt at big H

Baywatch at Pehhale sands
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The Desert

I hate sand dunes, especially really big sand dunes. I’m 

dressed head to toe in rubber and lugging a waveski and 

paddle over a hot mass of sand where every time I take a 

strep forward I slide most of the way back to where I started. 

I have been going for ten minutes, I’m sweating buckets, 

muttering unrepeatable thoughts to myself and I haven’t 

seen even a hint of anything even approaching sea when I 

fi nally breach the last dune and there it is… fantastic!

The Goldmine

It’s a perfect beach setup. A-frame peaks sending steep, 

chest-high walls off  in both directions and only a couple of 

other guys out. I tumble down the rest of the way and pile 

out into the water. The peak is great, a steep takeoff  gives 

way to a fast wall that you can either hit really hard a few 

times or race through to the inside and try something silly 

in the closeout section. It is safe to say I ached a lot once I 

got out, only to remember the mount Everest of the sand 

dune world that I needed to stumble and slide my way back 

up to the top to get back to the car… bugger. 

This peak became a focus during the week and was great 

fun to ride being a great balance between enjoyment 

and challenge. We came to call it Goldmine and I rode it 

on most days between about waist and head high and it 

never failed to please. Even the beatings were a source of 

amusement.

Tombstones

I woke up to a howling gale and horizontal rain on my 

last couple of days. The badlands were living up to their 

reputation. Checked Goldmine and it was a big blown out 

mess as was everywhere else in the general vicinity. Figured 

I would make the most of a bad lot and go get myself some 

culture so drove to a very well known art gallery. Parked 

up and wondered down to the gallery to fi nd perfect head 

high peaks breaking right out front!... sod… board back at 

camp a 45 minute drive away… quickly scramble back to 

base grab the gear and drive back to the wave praying it 

will still be OK.

Have a great session on a punchy wave overlooked by a 

lovely town and its graveyard. Lots of people out but no real 

hassles with smiles all round. Really racey wave that you had 

to go hell for leather on or it all came down around your 

ears. Great wave to end a great trip.

Bandito’s

It’s true to say that surfers don’t like kayaks in the lineup, 

but that doesn’t really do the problem justice. It’s a bit like 

saying antelope don’t really like being eaten by Lions. But 

why? I braved the question with the local bandito’s between 

waves one session and it is an eye opener, but that’s 

another article altogether. This friendly discussion continued 

in the bar watching the sun go down over the harbour.

Go see what you can dig up in the 

badlands. There is gold to be found in 

the there hills!
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Centuries of fl oods have carved the 

Thames Valley into what it is, and while 

work has been done to reduce or even 

prevent the eff ects of ‘ordinary’ fl oods, 

catastrophic fl oods (such as the records 

show occur on average two or three 

times every century) will still occur; you 

just don’t expect it to happen to you or 

to Oxfordshire and especially not in the 

summer months.

I was out on the Sat morning after 

the severe rain on the Friday night that 

brought the level of the Ock right up 

and over. The whole town seemed 

to be out having a look at it. The lock 

keeper had to open all the gates, even 

he couldn’t think of an excuse to keep 

them shut! The water was still rising 

and rising fast.

Tescos looked more like a swimming 

pool, police and fi re engines ploughed 

down the Drayton road creating a 

wash swamping the people walking 

and cycling through and kids started 

playing in it, oblivious that half of the 

water was less than desirable!

Kayakers were going mad: Dave S 

was making plans to paddle every 

weir as it came good when the level 

dropped, even though water was 

inches from his door. The path up to 

the weir was renamed towpath falls as 

the water started to break it up, spilling 

from one side to the other and making 

a nice little rapid, and many photos 

of kayaks parked up on benches and 

going through gates that are usually 7 

feet clear of the water.

Sure enough the water receded, 

Hurley was fl ushed out, then on 

4 gates then on 3 for ages and 2 

for ages. Abingdon was totally fl at, 

then one big stopper all the way 

across, I think it still may be like that?! 

The water was doing very strange 

things all the way down and it is 

only just getting back to normal.

Sympathies go to those who were 

fl ooded and are hopefully getting 

sorted out, lets hope this isn’t a sign of 

summers to come. Editor

Abingdon Tsunami!

Thames street

TescosLee on towpath falls From lock

On the bench!



2 days camping with little 

sleep, knowing you are going 

to have to swim down the 

Tyrweryn (including Chapel 

falls!), a 200 mile journey either 

end and 80 quid. Read on if you 

are interested!

Good you passed the fi rst 

test the, WW safety and rescue 

course could be for you. Not 

only is the course well run and 

organised but you get to use the 

centres dry suits which make a 

cold swim into a bit of a laugh 

and at the end of the day the 

course is yours to blast down.

We learnt how to swim 

appropriately (aggressively / 

defensively), how to break out of 

the fl ow when swimming, how 

to deal with diff erent stopper 

types when you are swimming, 

how to turn over eff ectively 

and everything in between. The 

course also covers leadership 

on rapids and techniques for 

keeping line of sight and what to 

do when it all goes wrong.

The group had scenarios to 

cope with like rescuing a pinned 

boat mid river without getting 

your feet wet; rescuing a pinned 

instructor mid river – yep the 

course leader did a fi ne job of 

getting pinned and live baiting 

for an unconscious rescue.

We had some basic rope 

techniques taught to us, 

amazingly simple yet eff ective 

and this also covered things like 

what the diff erence is between 

a river karabiner and a climbing 

one and what to do with a 

throw line other than use it for a 

washing line!

I couldn’t recommend it more 

to be honest, it is a hell of a 

laugh and a confi dence boost 

knowing how to deal with 

situations that you know could/

will happen. Editor.

WW Safety

Lee at Chapel falls

Lee getting pulled out!

Neil getting at the top ready to go
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1 You can use this to improve 

your lawn 
Tyne

2 This one just keeps rolling along Thames

3 A Question Wye

4 Ding dong – want some perfume? Avon

5 It is a prime number but whose 

counting?
Severn

6 It is bypassed by a lock Wear

7 Slime coming up from the ground Ouse

8 Jackie…… wrote for Ramsey Street Trent

9 This 1 is beyond Off a’s dyke. He’s 

Welsh you know 
Taff 

10 Dell run run run away Shannon

11 Seen at night in a 

French sky 
Lune

12 Gerry crossed this one by ferry Mersey

13 Surely it should be at Lords or 

the Oval
Test

14 Sometimes this was all the Hollies 

needed 
Ayr

15 It’s in the fi rst book of the Bible Eden

16 The 2nd member of a 60s pop 

group one of whom was small
Dee

17 You need this if you’re on 

the Oche 
Dart

18 German wine that’s lost its head Ock

19 A well balanced burden Evenlode

20 Have you got fl eas? Itchen

21 Is this a little mild fl irtation? Tees

22 This was once a car Humber

23 What a country gent might wear Tweed

24 The water from this river makes an 

excellent stout 
Mersey

River Quiz… the answers 
25 Quick moving air Windrush

26 An Egyptian God Isis

27 Cat Handler? Tamar

28 Marks the spot Exe

29 Diane Waited for God in the centre 

N.T. property 
Trent

30 Did Jonathan run fast? Swift

31 To telegraph we hear Wyre

32 A bookseller’s weapon? Foyle

33 Maybe a gull or a party act Tern

34 Sounds like a Swiss town Barle

35 A beautiful place say 

the French 
Beaulieu

36 A sick bird? Parrett

37 Waste stone but I take your place Ribble

38 The start of cooks living with 

your diet? 
Clywd

39 “And now also the …is laid unto 

the root of the trees” 

(Bible quotation) 

Axe

40 Get rid or …. (anagram) Torridge

41 Inside “late ignition“ Teign

42 A lawn game with no “r ” Coquet

43 Bonnie’s partner Clyde

44 Wheeled in the garden Barrow

45 A Cinque port Rye

46 A Scottish cloud of dust Stour

47 A large marble in Devon? Taw

48 A crossing into the underworld Helford

49 “Page and monarch… they went” Forth

50 Get dressed Don

How can I send stuff  into 
the Trasher?

Easy: Send an email to kcc.trasher@

gmail.com and we will do the rest. 

Please make it easy for us by doing 

your own spell/grammar checks. 

Please attach images separately to 

words. Avoid embedding images in 

word documents. Make a note in the 

text referring to any relevant images.

If you have CDs please send in 

to Trasher HQ, 38 Curtis Avenue, 

Abingdon, OX14 3UL. 

Please also keep it electronic (as 

you all do) we can’t scan and we don’t 

type (much!). Looking forward to your 

articles.


