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KCC NEWS
TRASHER CONTACT DETAILS
If you have anything for the Trasher, please email to kcc.trasher@gmail.com, or post to KCC Trasher, 34 Elder Way, Oxford
OX4 7GB. All contributions greatly appreciated!

KCC ONLINE
Don’t forget the numerous online resources to keep in touch
with KCC:
Web Site www.kingfishercanoeclub.co.uk
Diary
www.google.com/calendar/embed?src=kcc.
secretary@gmail.com
Twitter
KingfisherCC
Facebook facebook.com/group.php?gid=2351138693
Simon Knox, kcc.secretary@gmail.com

TONY’S DART TRIP
Dates for the ever-excellent trip to the Dart have now been
confirmed as 15th–17th October. Hopefully we’ll get some
rain this year, but either way it’s worth it for the breakfasts
alone!
Booking form on page 5.
Contact Tony Wilkins, 01235 522489

FRED’S SCOTLAND TRIP
Also confirmed are dates for this year’s trip to Scotland: 23rd–
30th October.
Contact Fred Wondre, F.Wondre1@physics.ox.ac.uk

KCC CHRISTMAS MEAL
Make sure you get your bookings in (booking form elsewhere
in this issue) for the 2010 Christmas Meal on December 2nd.
Always a great evening!
Contact Simon Knox, kcc.secretary@gmail.com

AGM 2010
It’s that time of year again. KCC Annual General Meeting will
be at Wantage Cricket Club on 2nd November.
Draft agenda elsewhere in this issue.
Contact Simon Knox, kcc.secretary@gmail.com

CHAIRMAN’S RAMBLINGS…
Notes from Louise

September is here and Abingdon wier is still running. I can’t
remember last time it was open all summer! Even Sutton is
open for some fun, so plenty for everyone until winter sets in
and Hurley opens. There has even been some late summer
rain enabling some good paddling to be had in south Walestrips to the Mellte /Nedd Fechan and day at the Tawe. It was
great to paddle the Tawe with Chris Sladden who I had not
seen for about 15 years (and who wrote the original south
Wales guide books) who is visiting Fred (with whom I last
paddled the Tawe 15 years ago). It made a change to have
the majority of the paddlers over 45, and some of the kit too.
Loads of folk have been away on trips and there are some
interesting stories to be told. Something for everyone from
the comparative novice to the hardened kayaker (or swimmer in Dave’s case).
The Improvers course was a great success with 11 folk along
and many continuing to paddle with the club. We had a
fun end of course paddle in the sun shine on the Cherwell
starting and finishing at the Victoria arms with a total of 17
folk along for the ride. Congratulations to Guy who is now a
UKCC Level 1 coach and Justin, Ginger, Kevin, Guy and Lez for
gaining their new 2 star. We have many more folks who are
actually enjoying a bit of open boating!
Several of the new members made their first visit to the Nene
to get their first taste of moving water. There are more trips
in the club diary, so do come along. Remember that a lot of
paddling is done at short notice (due to the unpredictability of the weather) so do keep an eye on e-mails and come
to the pub (first Wednesday of the month, or after paddling
Wednesdays in the summer) to find out what is happening
and organise stuff. The Fox is still doing a very good 2 for 1
deal on meals! And don’t forget to book up for the fantastic
KCC Xmas Dinner – an event not to be missed.
And lastly, thanks to everyone who had made the club a success this year and please all remember to come along to the
AGM (2nd November) so we can keep it going.

POOL SESSIONS
Pool sessions for the winter period have now been booked.
At Our Lady’s convent and on Thursdays as usual. See the diary for more details or contact Simon.
Contact Simon Knox, kcc.secretary@gmail.com
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YOUR COMMITTEE
Kingfisher Canoe Club is (dis)organised
by a committee that is elected by the
membership yearly at its AGM.
It’s principle goal is make sure that the
club is run in a responsible way that
provides the activities and resources
that allow the membership to enjoy
paddling as much as possible.
The committee meets regularly to discuss and action anything that affect
the running of the club, from beginners courses to site maintenance, and
reports back to the membership whenever necessary. Currently the committee consists comprises of:
Louise Royle – Chairman
Louise joined the KCC in 1983 when her
hair was still ginger. She enjoys mainly
white water river and weir paddling,
but has occasionally been seen in open
canoes and sea kayaks over recent
years. Having been coaching within the
KCC since 1984 (as well as the Pathfinders Canoe Club whist her 2 kids were
growing up) she is hoping that some
younger folk are now good enough
paddlers to fish her out when needed.
Somehow she has been on the committee for over 20 years in one disguise
or other.
The chairman is an ambassador and
spokesperson for the club as well as being responsible for running the committee. As such Louise leads the committee in making decisions for the benefit
of the the club as well as representing
the club to public when needed.
Simon Knox – Secretary
Simon used to paddle with Pathfinders Youth Canoe Club when he was a
young lad but then became a student
and stopped for many years until he
grew up and joined Kingfisher. Since
then he’s remembered how to paddle
and tried not fall out of his kayak to often.
The secretary is the first point of contact for the club and is responsible for
internal and external communications.
Additionally Simon looks after the administrative duties of the club; BCU affiliation, meeting agendas etc.
If you have any questions for the club
or any information you would like communicated to its members (at meetings
or via email or the club website) then
you can contact Simon at kcc.membership@gmail.com
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Neil Murton -Membership Secretary
Neil has been member of Kingfisher Canoe Club for 18 years, initially learning
to paddle (as a not-so-young lad) on
the Club’s beginners’ course. Neil strives
to follow an eclectic taste in paddling
both in UK and abroad and shows up
regularly at Sunday morning paddling
sessions.
The Membership Secretary deals with
membership requests, applications and
administers the membership list. Any
enquires about joining the club, paying
membership fees should be directed to
the Neil. You should also let him know
about a change of address or phone
number. You can contact the Neil at
kcc.membership@googlemail.com
Roger Pass – Equipment Officer
Roger Pass is the clubs equipment officer. KCC keeps a fleet of kayaks and canoes for running courses and the use of
club members. As the equipment officer Roger is responsible for the upkeep
of this equipment. He maintains a list
of what equipment the club owns and
its condition advising the committee if
any new kit needs to be purchased or
of any repairs that are needed.
You should advise Roger if you wish
borrowing any club equipment outside
of normal club sessions.
Dave Hodgkinson – Treasurer
Despite growing up in North Wales,
a white water mecca, Dave only took
up kayaking after moving to the white
water desert that is Abingdon. Over
9 years, paddling with KCC has taken
him from the beginners course on the
Thames run by Peter, Ellie and Daryl
to white water adventures in the UK,
Europe, America and Asia. Somehow
in the process he became club secretary for a few years and is now the club
treasurer.
As treasurer Dave is responsible for the
clubs finances; collecting monies, paying bills and keeping accurate records.
The treasurer make regular reports to
the committee on the clubs financial
health so it can make informed decisions on how to use club funds. You
can contact the Dave at kcc.treasurer@
googlemail.com
Guy Davies – Editor
Guy Davies is the editor of the club
magazine; the Trasher. News, articles or
photos for the Trasher are always grate-

fully received and should be sent to
Guy at kcc.trasher@gmail.com
Roger Whiltshire – Coaching Coordinator
If it floats then Roger has probably
paddled it some where or other some
where between the south of NZ and
several hundred miles above the Arctic
circle. A member of KCC since the year
dot he has been coaching Oxfordshire
paddles of all shapes sizes and variations. He is most at home on a remote
camp site or beach with a camp fire and
perhaps a noggin or two and if possible
the company of his dog. He is far to old
to care about fashion but those Crock
wellies do it for a lot of people.
The Coaching Coordinator is responsible for helping members develop their
paddling and coaching skills, pointing
them in the right direction to obtain the
training they require to do this (both
from within the club and from external
providers).
If you want to do a specific course of
aren’t sure what skills you should be
aiming to develop then have a chat
with Roger.
Dave Surman, Hilary Boothroyd &
Vicky Rolls
Ordinary members of the committee
take part in committee meeting and
help to shape the way the club is run.
If you have anything you would like to
bring to the attention of the committee
then either Dave, Hilary or Vicky would
be glad to bring it along to the next
meeting.
Dave has been member of Kingfisher
Canoe Club since 1986. His main interest is in whitewater kayaking and has
paddled in Europe, North and Central
America and Asia. He has written for Canoe Kayak and contributed the Abingdon section in the new guide book Pub
Paddles.
Dave thinks he started the Blastathon
about twelve years ago as well as a
number of other adventures like the
twinning relationship with Argentan
and the Ock Boatercross and Wavehopper Race and drinking nice coffee.
Dave`s other interest is in the development of youth whitewater paddling in
his role as Chairman and Coach at Pathfinders Youth Canoe Club.
Vicky has been a member of Kingfisher
Canoe Club for some time – probably
3

about 10 years. She is a coach with Pathfinders and indeed
the Welfare person for both Pathfinders and Kingfisher. Although Vicky prefers to be on a whitewater river – somewhere exciting – most often she can be found on the the
Thames training people to resue her.
How to become a committee member and help run the
club
Currently there is a vacancy for an ordinary member of the

committee, if any one would like to volunteer then please
let us know.
Any member can stand for any position on the committee at
the annual AGM. We would encourage you to do so as help
in running the club is always appreciated.
If you have any questions about the committee or the club in
general then please feel free to approach a committee member and ask.

KCC DIARY
September
23 Thu Wavehopper familiarisation, Wilsham Rd, 18:00
25 Sat Boatercross and BYO BBQ, Wilsham Rd, 14:00
27 Mon Pathfinders presentation, Sailing Club.
October
6 Wed Monthly Meeting, The Fox, 20:30
14 Thu Pool session, Our Lady’s Convent, 20:00
15–17 Fri–Sun Tony’s Dart Trip
23–30 Sat–Sat Fred’s Scotland Trip
November
2 Tue KCC AGM, Wantage Cricket Club, 19:30

3 Wed Monthly Meeting, The Fox, 20:30
11 Thu Pool session, Our Lady’s Convent, 20:00
25 Thu Pool session, Our Lady’s Convent, 20:00
December
1 Wed Monthly Meeting, The Fox, 20:30
2 Thu Xmas Meal, Flowing Well, Sunningwell, 19:30

Weekly

Every Wednesday (until clocks go back at least!)
Club Paddling, Wilsham Road, 18:00
Every Sunday (check with Neil Murton/Louise Royle first)
Club Paddling, Wilsham Road, 09:30

AGM DRAFT AGENDA
KINGFISHER CANOE CLUB AGM 2010
2nd November 2010, Wantage Cricket Club
1. Apologies
Any apologies received will be read out and recorded.
2. Minutes of last AGM
The AGM will be asked to accept that the minutes from the
2009 AGM are a true record of the proceedings. A copy of
these minutes can be downloaded from the Trasher page on
the web site.
3. Reports
The following committee members will read out a report of
their activities for the club over the past 12 months.
* Chairman inc. Twinning report (Louise Royle)
* Secretary (Simon Knox)
* Membership Secretary (Neil Murton)
* Treasurer (Dave Hodgkinson)
* Editor (Guy Davies)
* Equipment Officer (Roger Pass)
4. Review of Membership Fees
The committee will provide their recommendations for next
year’s membership fees for the club to vote on. Details to be
confirmed.
6. Election of club committee members
The club will elect committee members. Current members
are noted in brackets next to the position as is their willingness to stand for election again.
If the previous motion is carried the positions in italic will
TRASHER JULY-AUGUST 2010

need to be filled and there will be two less positions for ordinary members.
* Chairman (Louise Royle, willing to stand for election)
* Secretary (Simon Knox, willing to stand for election)
* Editor (Guy Davies, willing to stand for election)
* Treasurer (Dave Hodgkinson, standing down)
* Equipment Officer (Roger Pass, standing down)
* Membership Secretary (Neil Murton, standing down)
* Coaching Co-ordinator: (Roger Wiltshire, willing to stand
for election)
* Ordinary members: Dave Surman, Vicky Rolls, Hilary
Boothroyd, untaken seat
7. Club Trophies
Club trophies will be awarded. Last year’s winners are shown
in brackets.
* Waterline Cup: For the best beginner (Richard Grant).
* Julian Howells Trophy: For the most improved paddler
(Guy Davies).
* Trash of the Year award: For the most spectacular, amusing or otherwise noteworthy swim (Ashley Mead).
* Outstanding Achievement Award (Not awarded this
year).
8. Presentation: A year in KCC
Hosted be Lousie Royle. If anyone would like to contribute
please let us know.
9. Close
4

Kingfisher Canoe Club and Canoe Camping Club River Dart Trip 15-17 October 2010
Canoeing
The River Dart is a very attractive river. The grading is dependant on the water level.
Newbridge to Holne Bridge is normally a grade 2/3 bump and scrape with plenty of opportunity for
rock and tree dodging. In high water it is claimed that this can go up to a grade 5. The section from
Holne down to Totnes is generally a grade 2 with a number of weirs which can become killers when
the river is in spate.
Please note the new access arrangements. These have changed with a new access/egress point and
Holne Bridge. This access point will be congested, so as few cars as possible please. The Dart Country
Park is available to access and parking at a charge per car (£5 last year). A better access point is
available in Buckfastleigh.
There is also an opportunity for those wishing to paddle the tidal river between Totnes and Dartmeet,
or to surf.
Equipment.
Full equipment for a winter trip. Wet/dry suits, helmets, throw lines, buoyancy (both personal, and in
the boat), end grabs, a hot drink and food for lunch time.
Transport.
I will try and coordinate this so please let ME know what your transport arrangements are.
Accommodation and Costs.
I have booked caravans at Parkers Farm Holiday Park, Higher Mead Farm, Near Ashburton, TQ13 7LJ.
MR 202 / 780710. Tel 01364 654869.
The costs will depend on numbers, but are likely to be approximately £21 a head to include breakfasts.
Food.
I will cater for breakfasts. We can eat out in the evenings. Please bring your own food and a flask for
lunch time.
Directions for Caravaners.
To get to Higher Mead Farm from Abingdon, travel down the A34, M4, M5 and A38. The distance is
180 miles. When you are on the A38, look out for a sign post (26 miles to Plymouth). Take the second
turn left signposted for Woodland and Denbury. Go down this narrow road, after approx. 500 yards, the
farm is on the left. If you are early, call at the reception for keys. I plan to get down early and will mark
the caravans that we have been allocated. I will try to place people travelling together in the same van.
If arriving late, try Miss Piggy’s bar first.
Directions for “Day Trippers”
To get to Newbridge, travel down as above, but do not turn off the A38 until the second Ashburton
turn. This is signposted for Princetown and Two Bridges. At the top of the slip road, turn right and
cross over the A38. Continue on the B3357 up the hill, pass the Dart Country Park and down the hill to
Holne Bridge. Up and down the hill again to Newbridge. Cross the bridge and turn left into the car
park. Please park in the area at the back of the main car park which has been extended for canoeists.
You are asked to change “discretely”. This is the start of the loop section of the River Dart.
“Day Trippers” should aim to be at Newbridge by 10am to meet up with the “Weekenders”.
River Licences are no longer required.
PLEASE NOTE THAT ADVANCE BOOKING IS ESSENTIAL AS I NEED TO BOOK THE CARAVANS.

Please reserve me
place(s) on the Dart weekend. I will need
places in the caravans at £21 a
head. This will include breakfasts. (The final cost will depend on the numbers attending.)
I enclose
to cover the above costs. Please make cheques payable to H.A.E. Wilkins,
and send to: 16 Ashmole Road, Abingdon, OX14 5LH. Tel 01235 522489.
I will require a space in a car for myself and
others. I require roof rack spaces for
I have space for
people in the car and have
roof rack spaces available
Name:

Address:

kayaks.

Telephone:

Please return this form ASAP (30th September at latest)
TRASHER JULY-AUGUST 2010
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FROM THE SURMANATOR…
RECORD NUMBERS AT PYCC FOR 2010!!
Pathfinders CC for 11-18s have been getting record numbers this summer season!! So far since the summer season started in April we have been getting large regular
attendances on Monday nights as well as running trips to
Symond`s Yat, the Tryweryn and Nene Whitewater Centre.
We ran aFirst Aid Course for all, a Foundation Safety and
Rescue and a Whitewater Safety and Rescue Course. Vicky
has run two Beginner`s Courses and I have done one so
far which have produced a new crop of members to join
those aklready embedded in the club. The daytime Vale
and South Oxon daytime holiday Beginner`s Courses in
August were fully booked up within days of their being
advertised.
Monday nights have included ditchin` Sutton and Ockin` trips with opportunities to try open boating as well
as kayaking. We have run a club Ock Boatercross/Wavehopper session and Barbeque in preparation for the event
on Sunday 12th September when we take on Riverside
for the Ock Boatercross/Wavehopper Event and YES you
Kingfishers CAN join in too!Contact me for details.
Working commitments mean that the older members
availability for weekends is limited but Joe and Harry hotfooted it from GO Outddors and Homebase respectively
to represent Pathfinders in the Blastathon.
Joe, Harry and Chyavan have been on training weekenda at the Tryweryn, Upper Dart and the Bitches with
Debs Piiniger in preparation for their August expedition
to the Zanskar Gorge in India.
Monday September 27th Pathfinders are holding a
Presentation Evening at the Abbey Sailing Club, to share
what we`ve been doing this year. Members and parents
and others interested parties including Kingfishers are invited.

REDFOOT NEWS
A big thankyou 2 The Surmanator Support Team (Transport and Logistics) who have driven me all over the place
to the Vale Beginner`s Courses, Pathfinders Sessions,
meetings, 2 4 1s at The Fox, Lunch Engagements, hospital
and physio appointments.
Chief Chauffeur Tony Wilkins (Hospital, 2 4 1 , Vale Courses, PYCC) ably assisted by Seth Townley (Germany Hospital and England Beer Festival, inrastructural logistics), Fred
Wondre (Luncheon engagements and 2 4 1) Lee Royle
(Physio, Triathlon and PYCC), Bob Ellis (Physio) James
Crask (Pub, tea Shoppe, Triathlon) Jen Clough (SRDT Mtg),
Simon Knox (KCC Mtg.) Martyn Green (pub), Louise, Stu
Jones, Harry Quigley.
Thanks also to Martyn and Fred for clearing my kitchen
and the logging and to Seth for putting out the sacks of
manky rubbish. Pathfinders has been able to continue,
thanks to everyone who stepped in.

We will be running trips etc. throughout the year. Anybody interested in helping out please get in touch with
me.
davidsurman@hotmail.com

KCC – KAYAKER’S CRIPPLES CORNER
EXHIBIT 1:
Richard Morley`s Collar Bone. Stay tuned for Exhibit 2:
Dave’s ankle. Coming soon in a Trasher near you!
TRASHER JULY-AUGUST 2010
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Chyavan Rees of
Pathfinders won the U18
section of the latest Canoe
England photo competition
with the pic of me on
Hurley. Yo. Chyavan won a
WH Smith voucher (which
he is trying to sell)
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WHAT I DID
WITH
MY 1 STAR!
Paddling B.C. by Ian Royle
paddled with Louise Royle

We’d been on a couple of canoe/
kayak holidays before but this time
it was going to mean 6 solid days in
a sea kayak so the chance of getting
in a bit of practice for a non-paddler
seemed like a good idea.
(It also meant I could get the
“coaching“ done in a more relaxed
manner rather than getting it in the
back of the neck from the rear seat on
a double for 6 days!)
So with the training done and the
ritual dunking in Thames completed
and clutching my pass slip in my soggy mit (Thanks Roger) we duly boarded the BA 747 to Vancouver (Thanks
Unions and volcano) and then a 12
seater from Vancouver to Campbell
River on Vancouver Island
We’d arranged to go on a 6 day wilderness expedition with Spirit of the
West Kayaks based on Quadra Island
which meant a taxi and ferry journey
which is where we started to get a flavour of life in British Columbia.
“Can we get 2 returns on the ferry
please?”“No you only have to pay one
way” – not unlike the Severn Bridge I
suppose
“How do we get to the B&B on the
Island?” – “Just phone a taxi on the
other side”
TRASHER JULY-AUGUST 2010

What he meant was phone THE taxi
on the other side, a sleepy voice answered the phone – “Yeah – be there
in 10 minutes”
20 minutes later a slightly worse for
wear Nissan Bluebird arrives – there
are 2 time scales on Quadra, ferry
times – very much on the hour – and
then local time which gives the term
“manjana” a bad name.
Anyway he gets us to our B&B (Susan’s place – he didn’t know it as “The
Harbour House”) which is somewhat
more luxurious than anticipated and
very welcome after close to 24 hours
traveling.
A day to recover and that evening
we meet up with the rest of our party
in a pub (this is BRITISH Columbia),
two Canadians, two Swiss, a German,
the inevitable Australian and, just to
prove yet again what a small world
it is, a couple from Wantage plus our
guides Sheldon and Sam.
Next day we load up the minibus
and head off back over the ferry crossing (Free) and drive north up Vancouver Island to Telegraph Cove which
is our start point and centre of the
whale watching industry – though
thankfully still very much a cottage
industry.

We meet a water taxi and unload
the previous group before loading up
our gear and a short trip across Johnson Straight to Hanson Island where
we will spend our first night and familiarize ourselves with the gear and
boats.
The company provided 3 doubles
and 4 singles so the decision was
made to buddy up to allow everyone to have a go in both – the Swiss
couple decided to keep to a double
so my fears about back seat drivers
would only be for half the journey!
Tents up, salmon to eat, food in bear
bin or boats – no food in the tents
– its not the bears you worry about
but the mice apparently – and other
smaller residents – and crash out to
sleep.

The next morning we manage to
pack all the gear/food/water into the
boats and set off around Hanson Island and across Blackfish Sound – so
called because of all the Orcas that
8

pass through it.
Or so we are told as we don’t see any – which as it’s
blowing 15 knots and there is quite a swell I’m fairly happy about – although we do see Humpback whales and
plenty of seals.
We pitch camp on Compton Island and are now doing
as the bears for conveniences but food is great with giant
prawns followed by chilli and a bedtime story from Sheldon’s book of First Nation’s legends about How the Raven
Stole the Light.
Rather spookily after last night’s story we are woken at
about 5:30 by ravens having an argument in the trees but
it also means we get to see Humpbacks passing by the
campsite as we eat breakfast and the coffee is forgotten
as everyone rushes for their cameras.
Today’s paddle takes us between a load of small islands
and channels and we see First nations burial sites Dalls
Porpoises (which look like small orcas but are too damn
fast to get a picture of when you only have your one star
and are more interested in staying upright than taking
photos!) and plenty more seals.
We camp on Owl Island and hide away Sheldon’s book
in case there is a story about owls and we all want a good
night’s sleep – but apparently there aren’t any owls! It does
however rain heavily in the night and we find Thermarests
do actually float inside your tent!
The next morning the wind has got up again and we’ve
got our longest paddle of the trip –

TRASHER JULY-AUGUST 2010

We hear on the radio its blowing 45 knots in Johnstone
Strait but thankfully only 20 knots where we are.
We pass Cedar Island (aren’t they all?), Midsummer
Island (it doesn’t feel like it), Henrietta Island (no hens),
Seabreeze Island (no comment), Fox Island (no fox’s) and
lunch on island No:66 (I guess they ran out of names –
there are a LOT of islands)
We now have to cross Arrow Passage and the wind is
still blowing, Sam is looking a bit concerned but Sheldon
says we will be OK so I am introduced to the joys of surfing down the front of waves I can’t see over the top of.
Part way over we attract the attention of a Stellar Sea
Lion – I think we maybe interrupted his hunting and he
takes a dim view of this, coming and having a bit of a
bark at us.

9

Now seeing the wildlife was
the reason for coming here but a
3 metre/1000kg carnivore with big
teeth coming within paddle length
is just a bit too close an encounter –

needless to say no photos of him but
we did get some on an island later on
when things were a bit calmer.
Across the passage we touch down
on Mars (no chocolate or little green
men) and then pass by Tracey Island
but don’t see any Thunderbirds to
camp on Insect Island – it doesn’t
sound an ideal place for a camp site
does it?
The beach on Insect Island is brilliant white and Sheldon informs us
this is a “midden” – the island is about
20feet higher than it should be as it is
covered with several thousand years
worth of clamshells fished out, eaten
and discarded by first nations peoples
whose indecipherable sign is on the
beach –
If

anybody
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wants

to

translate
it
says
“This
is
MUSGAMAGWDZAWADA’ENUXW
territory – Respect our land” – even
Sheldon and Sam cannot pronounce
the name of the First Nations tribe.

one or two of which are inquisitive
enough to come and play around the
boats and we spend a good hour following them around, all thoughts of a
shower forgotten.

Fortunately the way of naming islands for things that aren’t there hold
true and we spend an evening doing
seal impersonations drying out on
the rocks and drying out kit without
getting bitten, good food,good company and a good night’s sleep to prepare for the final leg tomorrow.

After the dolphins get tired of amusing us we do eventually make it to
the Paddler’s Inn and a very welcome
shower and bed for the night before a
water taxi back to Telegraph Cove the
following day.

The final leg takes us from Insect
Island to Simoon Sound and the “Paddler’s Inn with the promise of a bed
and shower but as we set of we see
splashing in the water across the bay
and chase off after what turns out
to be a small school/pod/collective
noun of Pacific White Sided Dolphins

In 6 days out we have seen three
other human beings outside of our
group so if its wilderness that you
are after then British Colombia is the
place to go!
Louise and Ian paddled with Spirit
of the West – www.kayakingtours.
com – based on Quadra Island BC
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PYRANHAS, PUNTS, PINTS
and a PBK (plus the odd Hoss)
KCC Cherwell Trip August 2010 · by Neil Murton

The Cherwell in Oxford:
•

worth two eyes, three smiley faces and three stars
according to Mr Knowles’ ‘Pub Paddles’ book.

•

a regular favourite with the Canoe Camping Club
if Tony’s announcements at monthly meetings are
anything to go by.

•

the chance to paddle through the City of Oxford
amongst its historic colleges, parks and meadows

•

it’s on our doorstep.

Given all the above, it seems odd and beyond careless
that the Cherwell hasn’t featured on our radar as a regular
KCC trip over the years. I certainly felt a strange sense of
belatedness when finally getting on this river beside the
Victoria Arms in Old Marston in beautiful sunshine along
with fourteen others.
The excellent turn out for this trip included many ‘graduates’ of this year’s beginners and improvers courses and
together we all had a great paddle and a splendid time.
The day was made for Louise even before she got on
the water. In the pub car park, she was delighted to see,
perched on a makeshift (possibly former pram) trolley, an
early 1950’s PBK (Percy Blandford Kayak) in excellent condition. Doubtless Mr Wilkins could have told us exactly
which model it was. The PBK came with equally vintage
spray deck and buoyancy aid.
Trying to remember what Mr. Knowles’ book says about
the route (he describes the journey in reverse to the way
we were paddling it and mentions that somewhere along
the river there is a dead end) we set off South towards
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the Thames. Soon after leaving, we were approaching Cherwell Boat House and with it a key feature of the trip – punts. Those propelling the punts that
day (and probably on most days) were at all points of the
competency spectrum and for those at the bottom end,
I suspect that in nimbly racing around them we didn’t
exactly boost their confidence. At least no-one got taken
out – the afore-mentioned Mr Wilkins has reported that
he was recently tipped out of his open canoe by a punt
(its operator apparently standing at the ‘Cambridge end’)
whilst paddling this river.
Soon after the boat house we nearly took the dead-end
route as there was a fallen tree disguising the entrance
to the correct channel. A way was found through and I
did notice much use of the Steeeerrrrrrn Rudder by those
negotiating it. After a brief wait for a few stragglers to
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catch up, each
of us slid down the weir beside the parkland known as
‘Parsons Pleasure’ (once a male-only nude bathing site).
There wasn’t much water going over the weir, but as the
last one over it did allow me the chance to (a) come to a
grindinghalt halfway down and (b) take a photograph of
the group that hopefully will feature with this article.
Moving on, we found one of the other weirs to be open
and into which a good number of us ventured, both then
and on the return journey. This particular weir did not
seem to suit one small Liquid Logic boat (or at least its
occupant), but all survived unscathed. From there, it was
down to Magdalen Bridge to encounter an ever-increasing punt population, past the Botanical Gardens and ultimately into the Thames, where various single sculls
and a particularly noisy Salters craft with
party on board were wandering around.
Switching back into the ‘Cherwell delta’
the return journey was punctuated by
general splashing/water fights and sabotage (all drain plugs are vulnerable, but
some more vulnerable than others) with
Mr Pass, in particular, ensuring the decibel
level of the scream-fest was maintained to
the end.
Back at the weir beside Parsons Pleasure,
Louise was pulled up the rollers in her boat,
dragged by a throw line. However, the rollers’ designers had evidently not anticipated
their creation being used by a craft that small, so her
progress was distinctly ‘rocky’ and to add insult to injury, she managed to lose her sunglasses before making the ascent.
We managed to arrive back at the Victoria Arms a
comfortable half hour before they finished serving
food and brief confusion as to where best to get off
the river was solved once we realised that parked
punts make very good pontoons for disembarkation.
Once we had sorted out the kit and subjected
the pub locals our ‘changing in the car park’ traditions (Annabelle finding a suitable bush as an
alternative) we descended on the bar. The scene
in Victoria Arms garden was that of an idyllic English
summer afternoon: beautiful sunshine,
a large lawn leading down to a gently flowing river festooned with punts
being steered with varying degrees of
ineptitude. Added to that, we had all
had a super trip which had been great
fun and with excellent company. Bliss!
More photos of the trip may be viewed
on the website.
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THE NENE-ING
OF LIFE

paddling the ‘Mighty’ Nene
by Duncan Sneddon

I had heard stories about the MIGHTY
Nene from various kayakers. These
ranged from: ‘I could paddle the Nene
and do the crossword at the same
time’ through ‘there are a few features
but the course is actually quite small’
to ‘it’ll be a good experience for you’;
which lets face it means swimming.
I heard on the grapevine (pub) that
the 2 star group were organising a
trip to the Nene and I jumped at the
opportunity to come along. I’m still
debating if I gatecrashed someone
else’s gig but I almost certainly let it
slip to the rest of the improvers group
that I was going to the Nene. Sorry
Louise! It was decided that Annabelle,
Ludo, Jamie and I from the improvers
course were going to the Nene, not
by any democratic process or ‘rock,
paper, scissors’ but by the virtue of being the last remaining people hanging around at the end of one of the
training sessions. So that was that, we
were going to the MIGHTY Nene.
I have no idea how much faffing
went on for the rest of the group as
I was going to a party on the Saturday and was meeting everybody at
the Nene on the Sunday, but three of
us packed a truly massive volume of
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kit into the back of my flatmate’s car,
strapped boats to the roof and set off
to the MIGHTY Nene, via a BBQ (fleece
mandatory), beer keg and chocolate
tea pot (yes, an actual chocolate teapot). At precisely 10 am plus standard
kayaking lateness I met up with rest
of the strangely punctual paddlers
at the Nene, who had already looked
around the course and were looking a
bit apprehensive but convinced that
we were going to have a good time,
even in the face of all the drizzle.

silly mistakes followed by my head
being under my boat and then being
rescued. To be fair to the group, there
were smiles all around and a general
increase in confidence from all of the
improves who came along. Louise,
Lee and Neil were on hand to offer
advice, encouragement and the odd
grab loop for T-rescue. Before long
we were ferry gliding and breaking in
and out with increasing confidence
and success (see reference to head
being under boat).

So let the paddling swimming begin. The first couple of drops went
fine with no dramas, until I missed an
eddy and was left with little option
other than to run the next drop rather
unexpectedly. To my utter astonishment I came through upright. Feeling
rather pleased with myself I attempted to pull up at the side of the pool,
but this was a fail as I caught my edge
and fell in, much to my disappointment. Being an pragmatist I would
like to draw attention to the hangover curing characteristics of this activity, but given a choice I would rather
be in my boat that emptying water
out of it. This was the beginning of an
irritatingly repetitive theme for me:

All in all it, was a great trip for the
improvers and a great first experience
of moving water for those who are
used to paddling the flat water of the
Thames. It was also an introduction
to the ‘big book of kayaking excuses’
and was really useful in exposing
annoying habits that I can get away
with on flat water, but was punished
for on moving water. I should offer
my thanks to those who transported
people and kit and those who came
along to help out and sign us onto
the course. It was a great day out that
taught me a lot. Thanks also to the 2
star guys and girl who let us hijack
their trip!!
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TO BHERI OR
THULE BHERI?
That is the question”
“

(W. Shakespeare)

How can one word make such a difference?

words: Dave Surman

Terry Storey in his classic guide to British rivers has this
to say about the Glaslyn. “One section is grade 2 and the
other grade 5. It should be obvious which one you are
one.”
Similar could be said of the Thule Bheri and the Bheri.
They are both multi day river trips in remote western Nepal requiring five days self support. The Thule requires
a fly in by chartered light plane, portages and five days
of grade 5 with nothing but a mule track alongside. The
Bheri is a more laid back experience with beautiful scenery but considerable stretches of flat water and a good
deal less challenging from a whitewater point of view
than it`s tributary.

It is better to travel than arrive???
Our plan was a split mission one group would paddle
each river. Our journey had started in Delhi. Yes, I know
Delhi is India not Nepal but we had been informed that
access to Western Nepal was easier from Delhi than Kathmandu.
All I can say is that whoever said “it is better to travel
than to arrive” had never done this journey!
Having arrived on an overnight flight from London we
set off on a non-stop chartered bus ride to Surkhet in
Western Nepal via the border crossing at Nepalganj.
A Nepali bus is a different experience. Think of the
number of people you would need to drive a bus non
stop for 36 hours, add a few more, then double it and you
get some idea as to how many people seem to be sitting
in the” driver`s” area.This is a sort of section up front separated from the rest of the bus. Who all these people were
and exactly what their function was, was a little unclear.
TRASHER JULY-AUGUST 2010

14

There was the overtake watcher and banger
on the side, who with whistles and bangs would communicate with the driver on any difficult manoeuvre
(like reversing the wrong way up a dual carriageway).
Then there was the Nepali rafting company representative who was sub contracted as our fixer by our original
fixer, a German resident in Nepal who was,apparently,not
in the country. There was the Nepali rafter/kayaker who
spoke some English and the policeman who seemed to
be hitching a lift for a few hundred Ks, not to mention
a couple of others some of whom may even have taken
turns with the driving.
The border was an experience. It is not a common
crossing for westerners and certainly a Nepali bus with 16
kayakers and boats on top proved excellent fodder for Indian and Nepalese bureaucracy! It all started off with the
inevitable form filling followed by the Indian immigration
official filling out more forms individually and then transferring all this information by hand into a giant ledger
–sixteen times! This lengthy process was then followed
by more bureaucracy a few yards down the road as we
attempted to clear Indian customs. Some two or three
hours later we had been allowed to leave India. We now
were to start the process of entering Nepal. More form
filling, the bus moved off at last…..into the Nepalese customs compound. Here lengthy negotiations ensued as
we tried to reassure the authorities that the kayaks were
being brought into the country for our own use rather
than for sale.

Western Nepal

Five hours after arriving at the border we were finally
allowed through to continue on our three hour journey
to Surkhet.

Western Nepal is along way from Kathmandu (15 +
hours of mountain roads by bus?). As the crow (or vulture) flies it is nearer to Delhi. During the unrest it was the
stronghold of the Maoist insurgents and became a no go
area. The centre of Nepalganj was heavily fortified and
whatever tourism there was in terms of rafting and visits
to Bardia National Park (where there are still tigers) was
non existent. The Bheri is at a lower altitude than many of
the other Nepali rivers and so it is necessary to take anti
malarial pills.

We had left my house at 4.30 on the Thursday to catch
the flight and arrived at Surkhet, exhausted after forty
eight hours of continuous travelling at 5pm on the Saturday.

The towns and villages in Western Nepal are very basic and there is not the backpacking/tourist infrastructure that you find in parts of the Kathmandu Valley and
in Pokhara.

The River
After our 48 hours of continuous travel we were allowed
a lie in until 7am! We left our accommodation by 9am
fuelled by the first of many dhall batts!
We were heading out up the river in our Nepali bus to as
close to Devisthal (alt 550m) as we could get. This would
be the start of 142 Km of remote river graded as 3+(4-)
with four scenic rocky gorges before it joins the Karnali.
Egress would be at Chisapani.
The road became more basic and the drivers and our
Nepali fixer had to be persuaded several times that we
really did want to get as far up the river and as near Devisthal as we could. Eventually we negotiated a starting
point and started the process of packing all into our boats
for the 5 day self supported trip.
It was the first time I had self supported for 5 days and
TRASHER JULY-AUGUST 2010

15

it challenged my organisational skills. Firewood
needed to be collected, freeze dried food eaten, sleeping gear kept dry,adequate water purified and most important of all toilet paper kept accessible at all times!!
The paddling was not particularly challenging but the
scenery was dramatic and, with the exception of the
gorge sections, there were frequently children in the river
and small villages and houses perched precariously up
high.
There was wildlife and the odd surprise as we came
across a digger in the middle of the river, miles from anywhere, moving gravel to form a raised causeway across
the river. The driver stopped work to take photos of us on
his mobile phone. Western Nepal may be remote but the
mobile gets everywhere it seems!
It`s also the case that on a river that`s not regarded as
hard in whitewater terms, can also catch you out on occasions. On the last day of predominantly grade 2 water I
was aware of a river feature just ahead. One paddler ahead
of me broke out, the other moved rapidly to the right side
of the river. Convinced that this was only a grade 2 stretch,
I carried on chalantly on my centre course, when suddenlyI realized I was committed to running down a ramp
into a monster wall of water. The force hit me big time. I
rolled and was then dumped back into the gentle world
of grade 2 water,wondering what had just hit me! A veritable juxtaposition of experience if ever there was one.
A rumour had been circulating that at the confluence
of the Bheri with the Karnali was a newly formed rapid
that was the biggest thing on the river. No one was quite
sure what to expect. As it was we found …… nothing!
Either there has been yet another change in he river, or
we had more than likely been the victims of an elaborate
wind up!
There is little of whitewater interest on the last few miles
of the Karnali as it winds its way to the plains of the Terai
before we reach the get out at Chisapani (which means
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cold water).
The get out is a surreal experience. The bridge that
comes into view is one the most out of place structures
I have seen. Here in rural Western Nepal is a modernistic
single span suspension bridge. This bridge built with foreign aid money is the longest single strut bridge in Asia!.
Getting out here however soon reminds you that, despite the bridge, you really are in rural Western Nepal. Pulling our kayaks up we were greeted by pigs wallowing in
mud. Negotiations then began to get us to Nepalganj to
resupply for the second river and then to Surkhet to overnight.
Our first enquiries were met with the response that this
was impossible as the road was blocked. Convinced that
this was just a ploy by the hotel owner to get us to stay
in his hotel for the night, various people continued with
their attempts to get us transport.
It then became clearer that there was something ranging from a political demonstration to civil insurrection
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going on in Nepalganj and no one was willing
to risk breaking the roadblock without a police escort.
The seriousness of the situation was reinforced by the arrival of a vehicle proclaiming “Armed Police Force” with fifteen or so armed police in the back. A conversation with
the commander convinced us we would need to change
our plans and so hours later we were able to get transport
to Bardia National Park where we could chill (or as near as
anyone can do in 40 degrees of heat) in bungalows and
get real non freeze dried food. I was exhausted and really
needed the rest.
The first river was over and we awaited the arrival of the
party from The Thule Bheri who were themselves having
an epic getting off the river and were also a day late!
After running the Karnali another multi day trip the
team spent a few days sweltering in Bardia National Park,
looking for tigers. They then spent another 36 hours with
more border hassle and dodgy financial transactions to
return to Delhi where they were “volcated” for a week due
to the volcanic ash cloud. But that`s another story!!

Team Bheri
Dave Surman, Heather Rainsley, Dave Hodgkinson, Andy
Levick, Chas Couchman, Graham Bland, Alice Francis,
Cheryl Robinson.

The Bheri in literature
“I come to bheri Caesar not to praise him” Billy Shake
“To bheri or not thule bheri that is the question”
More Billy Shake
“Bheri my heart at Wounded Knee”
“Thankyou bheri much” The Scaffold

Any more readers?
TRASHER JULY-AUGUST 2010

17

BITCHIN’

words & pictures:
Chyavan Rees

After the unfortunate cancellation of Mine, Joe and Harry’s India expedition, we headed off to Wales in search of
some large tides and great surf!
Tuesday 10h August, 10hr flight from Heathrow to Delhi,
oh wait, 5hr car journey to St.Davids. Unfortunately due
to catastrophic floods in Pakistan and North India our trip
down the Zanskar had to be cancelled. Instead we headed off to Wales in search of some adventure. Earlier in the
week the decision was made not to fly out to India, after a
couple of days debating other paddling opportunities we
settled with the bitches. Surfboards, river runners, sea kayaks, playboats, climbing equipment , slalom kayaks were
amongst the vast array of equipment that joined us on our
adventure, the weight limit was out the window so everyone packed very heavily for our 5 day adventure.
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In hope of a good tide Tuesday afternoon, we headed
of early arriving in time to catch a 7m tide that evening.
We set of for the epic paddle out, eventually arriving at the
ferry cross and in amongst a spectacular landscape. After
10 minutes frantic paddling we dropped in to the eddy
behind the Bitches rock, to find an incredible glassy wave
slowly forming. We dropped over to the “Hole of Soul” to try
out our mystery moves into what seemed like a bottomless hole. Air wheels in slalom kayaks and loops in river runners were thrown about, until we noticed the wave slowly
reaching its maximum height.
As we all clambered, scraped and dragged over the Bitches rock, the wave churned to the right of us, after rushing
to get the first drop in, paddler after paddler dropped onto
the wave for what seemed like endless rides, whilst numerous photos and videos were shot. As the wave slowly
18

washed away, it became harder to get on, and we decided to head back.
After ferry gliding back across and below horse rock,
we clambered along the rocks and up the eddy’s to
reach St.Justians. Where all the knackered paddlers crash
out, slowly watching as the bitches empties on the other
side of the sound. Rest was well needed was needed but
it didn’t happen, bright and early start the next morning,
on the water by 7 for the next big tide.
As fatigue set in we headed down to whitesands after
a couple of days hoping for some surf, no luck 2 ft and
some 3ft’s were the disappointing sight across the bay,
but still a good summer day relaxing on the beach was
well needed. We searched for something different to do
then we agreed on heading over to the blue lagoon for
a day of cliff jumping, 10ft, 20ft, 40ft were amongst the
heights that we launched our selves of, thoroughly enjoying the refreshing cold water. After another day we
headed of climbing the sea cliffs of Pembrokeshire; then
finished off after a couple more paddles out to the bitches and headed back via Cardiff white water centre so we
could all try out the new facility.
Cardiff was well anticipated, with everyone looking
forward to paddling a new place, and also with a conveyer belt so we didn’t have to carry our boats! Unfortunately we arrived with the youth freestyle also happening whilst they also ran park and play, rafting and hydro
speed. One word: Carnage. Swimmers everywhere and
boats smashing around across the course led to a bit of
a letdown, the very shallow nature of the course led to
a lack of any decent play spots, any of which were of
slight interest were surrounded by eager youth freestyle
paddlers. After a couple of hours of mayhem I finished
off with an injured neck, after a boat to neck collision;
painful, leaving me out of paddling for the rest of the
holidays. Cardiff certainly didn’t live up to our expectations.
Overall the week was well spent, of course nothing like
India, but we did make our own curries to resemble the
feeling of “Delhi Belly” and what we would have felt like.
A good week in which we also discussed future paddling
alternatives, which then led to the suggestion of a Zambezi trip over the Christmas period as long as we get our
money refunded for the India trip, fingers crossed.
Big thanks to the whole India team, Cheers.
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KAYAK FOOTBALL
Sunday 12th September

words & pictures:
Annabelle Buckland

A fantastic way to spend a beautiful sunny Sunday morning in Abingdon, and
enjoyed by all who took part, our kayaking footie game was a great success.
The Upper Reaches provided our pitch,
Roger our ball and a handful of passers
by our spectators. With helmets on our
competitive heads as much needed protection from Neil’s brutal alter ego (Tom
at one point suffering the brunt of this
after a moment of particular confrontation), kick off sparked a fury of boatbashing, paddle-splashing chaos.
After much deliberation over goalies’
boundaries/goal widths and heights,
we got started, though total of 7 players
proved a little challenging at times. Nevertheless with uneven teams and some
very strict ‘guidelines’ for play, it was the
first team to ten, (often dodgy) goals
that took the win, and we managed
to pull off a respectable and energetic
match, swapping teams at half time after
a quick five minute game of none other
than Kayak-Frisbee!
Several over keen attempts to snatch
the ball resulted in some clumsy capsizing in shallow water, but in general there
was more shouting, screaming (nothing to do with me), splashing, pushing,
whacking, ramming, victory celebrating,
deck un-doing, plug twiddling and general carnage than swimming!
Overall, an amusing session on the water was had by all (the highlight of course
was the triumphant success of my team)
which we finished off with a little trip to
the Ock for some weir rafting and mild
tennis ball action: Kayak-Rounders next
everyone... See you there!
TRASHER JULY-AUGUST 2010
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Lamb Shank with seasonal
winter vegetables and
dauphinoise potatoes
Sea Bass with sautéed
potatoes, broccoli and sauce
vierge
Squash, Barley and Spinach
Pie with all the trimmings

Mozzarella and Tomato
Salad with basil pesto

Foie Gras Parfait with onion
jam & toast

Soup of the Day with crusty
bread

Cheese Board of British
cheeses served with crackers

Chocolate Torte with fresh
cream

Mandarin Trifle

Dessert
Christmas Pudding with
brandy cream

Please complete booking form on the next page.

Prices: 2 Courses £18.65 • 3 Courses £24.15 • 4 Courses £27.45 (service charge inc).

Main Course
Roast Turkey with all the
trimmings

Starters
Smoked Salmon Plate with
rustic bread

MENU
Coffee with Mince Pies and
Homemade Truffles

Coffee

Members are welcome to bring guests. The venue can take up to 60 people. Pease
complete booking form on the next page to reserve your place.

Please complete the form on the next page and return with full payment to Simon
Knox at: Stickleback House, Sunningwell, Abingdon, OX13 6RH by November 1st
2010. Cheques should be made payable to Kingfisher Canoe Club .

The Kingfisher Christmas meal will be held at the Flowing Well at Sunningwell on
Thursday December 2nd 2010.
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Cheques should be made payable to Kingfisher Canoe Club.

Main Course
Desert
Coffee

Please complete the form above and return with full payment to Simon Knox at: Stickleback House, Sunningwell, Abingdon, OX13 6RH by November 1st 2010.

eMail Address
Phone Number

Contact Details
Name
Address

Prices: 2 Courses £18.65 • 3 Courses £24.15 • 4 Courses £27.45 (service charge inc).

NAME
Starters

Smoked Salmon Plate with
rustic bread
Soup of the Day with crusty
bread
Foie Gras Parfait with onion jam
& toast
Mozzarella and Tomato Salad
with basil pesto
Roast Turkey with all the
trimmings
Lamb Shank with seasonal winter
vegetables and dauphinoise
potatoes
Sea Bass with sautéed potatoes,
broccoli and sauce vierge
Squash, Barley and Spinach Pie
with all the trimmings
Christmas Pudding with brandy
cream
Mandarin Trifle

Chocolate Torte with fresh cream

Cheese Board of British cheeses
served with crackers
Coffee with Mince Pies and
Homemade Truffles

